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INTRODUCTION

Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members, this statement is in response to a
guestion by Hon. Macho Geoffrey on 31t July, 2018 regarding the
arrest of Uganda Women Traders on the Kenyan Side of the border
during market days and their subsequent imprisonment. Under Rule 46
of our Rules of Procedure. This statement provides an update on the
Current State of Affairs at Busia Border, what the Ministry of East African
Community is doing to handle such situations, the Commitment by the
Government of Kenya and the way forward.

Current Status at Busia Border

The Ministry of East African Community Affairs is aware of the forty (40)
girls from Uganda who were arrested in Kenya on 8June2018 at @
place called Bumala Korinda town approximately 20 kilometers info
Kenya from the border. These girls were found in three different
vehicles but all destined for Nairobi, Kenya.

14 girls were under age (below 18 years), among them 3 Samia girls
from Bulumbi, Buyanga and Buhehe, four (4)girls were from Busoga,
two (2] girls from Mubende and five (5) girls from Karamoja, they all
confirmed that they were being taken to work as house girls. (See
Annex 1).

Some of the girls had Ugandan National Idenfification Cards but
traveled without going through the Immigration point to endorse and
secure Inferstate Passes.

While others had passports but with forged Ugandan/Kenya
Immigration Stamps. Their Leader and alleged frafficker was Ms.
Nekesa Nanyaga from Busia.



Rt. Hon. Speaker, immediately the information reached our office, we
contacted our staff at the border who licised with the RDC, DPC and
Immigration Officer at Busia to discuss on how to handle the maftter.

The Border Security Committee was called upon to carry out
verification under the Ileadership of Busia- Kenya County
Commissioner and our RDC. They agreed on the following:

1. Release Fourteen (14) Young girls unconditionally since they
were underage and looked innocent.

2. Girls with Idenftity Cards but lacked Interstate Passes be punished
with Community work of two (2) days and released.

3. Girls without Identity Cards and had travelled beyond the
agreed border entry distance of 10 kms be fined 2000Kshs.

4. Girls with forged travel documents or forged stamps will face the
Kenyan law.

Twenty-six (26) girls were repatriated and handed over to the
Ugandan Authorities’ who also linked up with their families for
handover. (See Annex 2)

Rt. Hon. Speaker; It is not frue that Ugandans are being arrested while
in Kenyan Markefts, It is also not true that every Ugandan arrested has
no case tfo answer. We need to appreciate that EAC is implementing
the Common Market Protocol, which has in it the free movement of
goods, people and services. It has also intfroduced the use of National
ldentity Cards as fravel documents but require authentication by
Immigration to endorse and issuance of Interstate Passes.



The Existing Legal Provision

A) The Protocol for the Establishment of the East African Community
Common Market (CM) was signed in 2009 and became
operational in July, 2010. The strategic thrust of the CM Protocol
is to create one flawless single market across the EAC Partner
States. The protocol seeks to accelerate regional economic
growth and development by introducing the free movement of
goods, persons, labour, capital, services, as well as the rights of
establishment and residence. It is also expected that the
Protocol will strengthen, coordinate and regulate the economic
and trade relations among the Partner States.

B) Recognizing the importance of labor mobility, the EAC Common
Market Protocol establishes that governments should guarantee
the free movement of workers and their dependents, citizens of
any of the partner states, within their territories. Partner states
shall also ensure that workers should not be discriminated on the
basis of their nationdlities in relation to employment,
remuneration, and other conditions of work and employment,
and be enfitled to rights and benefits of social security as
accorded to workers of the host partner state. Furthermore,
partner states agreed to mutually recognize academic and
professional qualifications; harmonize labor policies, laws, and
programs; guarantee the right to access and use of land and
premises; and establish residence and self-employment. In
regard to capital mobility, partner states agreed to eliminate all
restrictions on the free movement of capital and payments
connected to such movement.

C)Generally, during most of the Plan period 2011/12 = 2015/16,
Partner States were in the process of amending their respective
nafional policies, laws and regulations to conform to the



Common Market Protocol. Furthermore, according to the
Common Market Scorecard (CMS) for 2016, the EAC Partner
States implemented significant reforms in the free movement of
capital, goods and services. In the case of free movement of
goods, Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs), which often emerge when tariffs
have been eliminated, were addressed more quickly, especially
during the period of 2014 - 201 6.

D) Rt. Hon. Speaker, in order to enjoy the freedom of movement
under the Common Market Protocol, citizens of East African
Community Partner States must enter and leave the East African
Country they are visiting through legal entry points and
processes, contrary to the above; you would not enjoy the
benefits of freedom of movement of persons. If you wish to enter
another Partner State you must present to the immigration officer
at the official border point with valid travel documents, these
include: -

i) National Passports.
i) East African Passports.

i)  Machine readable National Identity Cards

Ministry of East African Community Affairs Interventions

In order to strengthen the EAC Common Market Protocol the Ministry
of East African Community is undertaking the following measures: -

1. Bilateral Security Committees were formed at all border Points to
mitigate on issues pertaining to the Community, for Uganda it's
the RDC, Kenya - County Commissioner and Rwanda it is the
provincial Governor. We have a bilateral arrangement between
Busia Kenya and Busia Uganda to fight human trafficking and
we have a signed protocol regarding the same of which those
infercepted are interrogated and handed back to Ugandan
authorities for further investigations.



2.

Sensitized people to form groups "“Cross border Traders
Association” to resolve Non-tariff barriers around the border
points under, Ministry of Trade.

We carry out sensitization programmes along border Districts’
and other areas to inform people on the rights and obligations
under EAC and prepare them on how to undertake procedural
reguirements.

Recruited staff and posted them at border points of Busia and in
the process of recruiting two more staff for Mutukula and
Mirrama Hills.

Rt. Hon. Speaker; on the Elimination of Non-Tariff Barriers the EAC [ is
implementing the Protocol on Customs Union and Common Market

1.

One Stop Border Posts (OSBP) have been constructed to
facilitate 24-hour operations around gazetted border points.

. dingle Customs Territory has been infroduced where all customs

operations systems are linked to clear cargo.

Reduced tfime of movement of goods from Mombasa to
Kampala from 15 days to only 4 days as of today.

Intfroduced a Single Customs Territory and Tax collection Centre
URA headquarters for collection and payment of Taxes and
security for direct delivery to owners’ premises at Kampala.

. You can now report any non-tariff barriers by simply dialing *201 #

on your phone and the relevant authorities' are notified to
resolve it.

. Infroduction of Simple Certificate of Origin to facilitate fast

clearance and exemption of goods produced in EAC from Tax
payment once they are below USD $2000.



7. Stationed Officers of Agriculture, Health, Trade (UNBS) EAC at all
border points to manage faster processing of goods into and out
side Uganda.

8. The community has “The EAC Elimination of Non-Tariff Barriers
Act,2017" of which we are implementing within Partner States
and the elimination follows the mechanisms below: -

(a) Mutual Agreement of the concerned Partner States;

(b) Implementation of the East African Community Time Bound
Programme for Elimination of Identified Non-Tariff Barriers
and;

(c) Laws, regulations, directives, decisions or
recommendations of the Council

Way Forward

Rt. Hon. Speaker, | beg fo reiterate that we all appreciate EAC
Integration agenda is implementing the Common Market and
Customs Union, which has opened our market to the Region, we
should also appreciate that Partners States still have their sovereignty
and therefore regulate the entry of goods, services and people in their
territory according to EAC Protocols. As Ministry of East African
Community Affairs, we commit ourselves to further play our role to
sensitize our people on the new developments and procedures as
they come by with the Integration process for the benefit of our
Country and E Community.
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