
STATEMENT TO PARLIAMENT BY HON. AGGREY HENRY BAGIIRE, MINISTER

OF STATE FOR WORKS AND TRANSPORT ON THE PROGRESS TOWARDS

CONSTRUCTION OF ALELESI BRIDGE AND REINSTATEMENT OF THE

SERVICES OF MV KYOGA ON 18 JULY 2018

Rt. Hon. Speaker and colleagues. this response is in respect of rule 46 of our rules

of procedure

1. lntroduction

Rt.Hon Speaker during the sitting of Parliament on 17il'July 2018, Hon. David Abala

MP Ngora County raised concerns related to the delayed Construction of Alelesi

Bridge connecttng Pallisa to Ngora District and during the same sitting Hon. Okello

Anthony IVIP Kioga County raised a matter relating to the urgency attached to the

reinstatement of the services of MV Kyoga 2. Rt.Hon Speaker, allow me to respond

as follows

2. Progress on the Construction of Alelesi Bridge

Brref Bgckgrg-r"rnp[

The proposed brrdge crossing, located 25 knr fronr Pallisa Town, will connect

Aleles in Pallisa Drstrrct to Kdrke-Kobwin Road in Ngora District. Considering that

Saaka Swamp ts now rnotorable, connectivity at Aleles would afford a much

shorter route for traffic from Kampala to the Teso Sub-Region and beyond. There

is currently no motorable access at Alelesr and the local people have to use

canoes that are navrgated through a canal dug out in the papyrus swamp, whose

wtdth at the locatron ts about 100m The swamp essentially constitutes a'neck'
connecting two Lakes, vrz. Lake Nyasala and Lake Nyaguo

An atternpt was made dunng CAIIP ll (Communrty Access lnfrastructure

lntprovement Prolect, Ptrase ll implemented by the Mrnistry of Local

Government) to bridge thrs swamp but it was later established that the associated

scope, complextty and cost of the intervention could not be accommodated within

the prolect Accordingty in 2017, the Ministry of works and Transport was

requested to plan for constructron of an approprrate crossing at the location.
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Reconnatssance vlsits have been carried out, following which a number of field
surveys and rnvestrgatrons have been made; while some are now berng

concluded. ln the meantime, however, preliminary (conceptual) engineering
deslgns have been developed trut a final decision of the engineering design to be
adopted awaits futl results of the requisite field investigations.

Prolect lL41e|!nlgg

It is envrsaged that frnal desrgns will be ready by end of septemb er zolg; and the
tenderrng process is expected to commence in october 201g. Award of the
contract ts expected by March 2019. while actual commencement of works in
April 20'19 Agarn due to envisaged scope, complexity and cost, the construction
period rs anticipated to be 12 months; hence completion is expected by June
2020

3 Progress on Reinstatement of the Services of MV Kyoga

Tire ferrv route orr Lake Kyoga re, rengebe - Namasale is open and we are
provtdrnq ierry servic()s tlslrlq MV Kyoga 1 ferry, which is managrng the traffic at
the monrcrrt

Norrrraliv. lvc oper,rtr. two ferries r e. MV Kyoga 1 and MV Kyoga z as
tnterclranqeabty because trafftc rs not sufficrent to operate them concurrenly
on the route trut the latter was taken out of operation on gth April 201g due toa br(:akdrrwn of one of its key components, the propeiler.
lnltial rtii");jlt-intetvutttions were undertaken but were not successful and it was
concltlclcd tlrat a i-eplaccnrent of the propetler was necessary. The breakdown
happutttlLl afttrr ex1:try of the warranty periocl ancl therefore its replacement rs the
resporrsr l'-;iir ty c.rf Grrvernment

We wrgre acJvtser'l by tlre component manufacturer that this type of propelleris not rea(lrly avatlable tn stock and therefore has to be manufactured
A procirrcnrr,:nt of ilris propeller was started and we envisage delivery of the
cGtlrpL.r\enl wtthtn 3 - 4 nronths l-he repair to restore the ferry will be undertaken
inrnrecrately uFJon recerpt of the spare component. The Ferry is expected to
resunrfi c1-rcratrons by end ofseptember 2019 orders for the propeller and
related p:lrts have aircady been placed.
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As a iurrg iertr solutlorr, we rnitrated a procurentent process for critical

ferry spaie part*s rnclLrilrrtg cnnrplete propulsion units to be supplied

under a frarrrework contract arrangernent Thrs procurement is at bid evaluation
stag* A frarr:e',vork contract, once signed, is expected to avert any delays

associated wrtt-r supprly cf ferry parts

4. Conclusion

Rt.Hon.Speaker and Colleagues, I wish to assure Hon Members of Parliament
that the plans for construction of Alelesi bridge and reinstatement of the servrces
of MV Kyoga 2 are on course. I commit myself to ensure implementation in line
with the above hmelrnes

I thank you

rlF-

Page 3 clf 3


