
fHB REPUELIC OF UOANDA

THE FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT' 2022

PARLIAMENT LIBRARY
P.O.BOX 7178. KAMPALA

* l3FEBmn *
ALCNOi.. .-.-.-.-.......,_-*-,
CAIL NO:



rHE REPTJBUC OT UGANDA

I srcNrF] my assent to the blll

g

f

Ddte el aseent )



Act

9

10

1l

12.

Ftthettes and Aquacuhure Act

THE FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT. ]O:2

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

P^Rr I-PRI r.rMrN aRY

2022

1 Applrcatron ofAct
: Purpose ofAct
3 Envrronmcntalpflncrples
4 I nterpretat,on

P^Rl II-ADMrNlsrRArrv[ slRLr(rLrRE FoR FaHERTES,\ND

Aeu{crrlnrRE MaNAGE\{ENT

5 Admrnlstratlon. management and de\elopment

The ,lhnl et

6 Functrons and powers ofMrnlster

DD"(torlte of Ft&etrc\ Reeourcet

7 FunctronsofDlrectorate
8 Ch,efFrsheres Officer

Ft\hene e and Aquacu|ture..l.lr\sort Comnitee

Flshenes and Aquaculture Ad\ rsor) Commtttee
Functlons of Commlttee
Meetrngs of Commlttee
Remo\al ofmember of Commrttee

F$her rci iloniorug, Contrul and Surrc llil?? Lin

ll Establrshment of Frsherres Monrto ng. Control and Sunerllance
Llnrt

1.1 Functrons of SuNerllance I rnrl



Act Fshertes artd ..lquacuhure Act

Povers ofSune4la ce LhI

2022

Power of arrest

Powers ofrnspectron and search

Po\ners ofhot pursurt

Search 1\ arrant

Omcers ofSunelllance Lhrt to ha\e powers ofpublc prosecutor

Idcntlficahon ofoffcers of Surverllance I lnrt

t5

16

17

l8

19

20

2t

22

23

21

25

26

27

28

29

30
3l

PARI III-RoLE or [.oc{L GoVERNMFNTS

Mandate ofDlrectorate rn relatron to local go\,emments

Functrons of local govemments

Drstnct Frshenes Olice
Functrons ol D,stnct Frshenes Omcers

PART lV SUsrarN{Br F Ll\L AND M^N^GEVENT

oF FISHERIFS AND AouA(Lrl-taRE REso(rRcEs

Frshenes regulatlon and control

Frsherres co-management structur es

Sustundbl<, Ftshetrc\ and Aquacuhure lldndgen? t

Infomatron and plannrng

Trans-boundary fi shenes resources

Management and de\elopment of natural fi shet tcs resources stock
Management of fi shtng capaclt)
Landlng srtes



Act Fsherter atu) Aquaculhte -4ct 2022

PARI V LICENCES AND PrRNlrrs

32 Prohlbrtron of fishefles and aquaculture actlutres \\,lthout
Lcence or pemlt
Apphcatlon fo1 llcence or permrt

Flshmg vessel hcence

Frshmg lessel Lcence condrrons
Frsh tansporl llcence

Frshmonger hcence

Prohrbrhon of forergn fi shrng vessels

Flsh molement permlt

Specul Penutt

Flshmg permlt for research purposes

Omamental fishmg pemrt
Aquanum permlt
Recreatlonal fi shmg permlt
Permrts for stockmg. transl'er and lntoductron of fish and
aquahc plants

Local fishrng

General Prottsrons Relattfig to Lrce ces and Permts

Duratlon of llcences and pemlts
Rene\\al ofllcence
Procedure on loss ofhcence or permrt

Po\er to rcstnct number of lrcences and permtts

Drspla) and productlon ofhcences and permlts

Prohlbltlon of borro\,\mg. pledgrng. rnheuttng. tansfer or
asslgnment of llcence or permrt

Cancellatlon of fishrng \essel hcence on change of ressel
ounershlP

33

3.1

35

36

37

l8
39

.10

41

42

13
.14

.15

46

17
.18

.19

50

51

52



Act Ftrhetres urul Aquattlture Att

Vanatron of lrcences and pemlts
Suspensron and cancellatlon ofhcences and permrts

Conectlon ofe(ors ln hcenses and permlts
Regrsters

2022

53

5,1

55
56

57
58

59
60
61

Regulatron of aquaculture practrces
Provlslon ofadequate measures for conf,nement
En![onmental and soclal lmpact assessment

Safety and quahq measwes
Prcventon and control of contammants and othel drsease-causurg

agents

Aquaculture actlvlt) hcence
Condrtrons of aquacultue actl\'lty llcence
Alteratrons to aquaculture establlshment
Aquaculture not to rmparr other actt\,lttes
Notrce of dlsease
Comphance $1th guldelmes and codes ofprachce
Import or expon permit for hre flsh
Tampenng wrth aquaculture estabhshment
Aquaculture mputs
Flsh feeds pemltted 1n aquaculture
Appro, al ofreterrnarl products and medlclnal premr\es

P\RT VI-Rfc r .\rr'N uf AeLA(LLTLRT

Pqnr Vll Posr Hanv[sr M,\N,\6Lr\{ENT

62
63

6.1

65

66
67
68
69
'10

11

72

73

71
75

76
7',|

78

Ftth Sqfe\ and Qualt) -4s\urance

Quahqr assurance
Responsrbrlrt) for quahty assurance
Condrtrons for qualrty management
Preventron of commercral adulteratlon
Frsh marketlng
Product traceablht!



Act Frshertes and Aquacultue ,let

Export offish and fish products
General requfements for fish rmport
Food addrtl\'es
Inspectron ofish and fish products for export
ApproYal of fi sh processmg establlshment
Approval olartrsanal fish processmg faclllty
Lrcensrng offish maw. processors and expo ers
Approval ofrce producers for fish rndustr]
Llcensed \,essels to meet h]glenlc cntena

2022

79
80
81

82

83

8.1

85

86
87

PARr VIII ENToRCEMTNT

88 Authonsed offrcers

Deultfig[ m ]iolor li:hrcles, Ftsh ond lbssels

89 Securrty for release of vehlcles. fishrng vessels and fishrng
gear
Drsposal ofserzed fish and other penshable f,sh products
Deallngs \\lth arrested persons. sezed vessels or fishrng gear
Abandoned vessel. rehrcle. fishrng gear. fish and fish products

PART IX-OFFFN(Fs. PLNArllrs. FEEs. Frr\bs
qNro OrHFn CHnnr;rs

General oflences
Counterfeltmg and slmllar offences
False statements and e!ldence ofappllcatlon
Prohrbrted fishmg methods and fishrng gear
Undersrze flsh
Pollutron
O1i'ences relatmg to authonsed officers
Impersonatlon of authorrsed officer
Penalty for \ lolatmg fish qualrty standards
I lnla\\ f'ul serzure

90
9l
92

93

9-+

95

96

97
98
99

r00
101

102



Act Ftsherrc \ and lquacuhure,.1 c t

Remorrng or defacmg seal

Alertrng oft'ender
Consprracy to commlt an offence
Contlnung or subsequent offences
General penalty
Power of court to conflscate and order forfeltule
Po$er of court to order compensatron
Offe[ces commltted b1 body corporate
Depn\,ahon of monetary benefi ts
Cancellatron ofhcences and pemrts b) court
Further po\rers of court
Erpress penaltres

2022

103

10.1

105

106
107
108

109
110

1ll
1t2
1r3
11.t

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

Coopelatlon m fishenes management
Research and trarnrng
Informahon
Management of fi sherres rnformatron
Access to llfbrmatron
Regulatrons
Gurdehnes
Amendment of Schedule

Repeal ofCap 197 and Cap 199
E)dsilng llcences. pemrts and agreements

SCH!iDI]I,E

PARr X Mrs( F.r r.ANF(nrs

SCHEDTTI-E - CI]RRENCY POINT

P,\RT XI-RFPFAr . SAvtNG\ AND TRAN!lrroNAL

123
124



Act l' ! \ hert e\ a d,lqlucu ltrre 1( t 2022

TEE TEUH.TC OF TXIAI.UA

THE FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE ACT,2O22

Atr Act to consolid.tc .trd rcform thc lalr relating to fisherics
rnd fish products; to providc for the conscn'ation, sust.itr.bl.
man.g.mcnt, utilis.tron end d.yclopmcntof thc fi sh.nes subscctor;
to proyidc forth. intcgr.t.d mrnrgcmctrt ofthe fishcrics subs.ctor
in ord.r to facilit.tc the .chicycmcnt of surt.inebl. incrcalcs in
cconomic, social and chvironmcntal bancfits from fishcrics; to
proYidc for thc cons.rvation, c.pturc, fermitrg, rceritrg, proccssing
.nd mark.ting of filh; to providc for th. hccnsing, control and
rcgulction of fishcrics and rqu.culturc production .ctlvitics .nd
prectices, thc m.thods offishing and fishing gcari to enh.ncc rtrd
strcngthcn th. Dircctoratc of Frsh.dcs Rcsourc.s; to provid. rn
cnrbling cnvironment for cqulteblc sh.ritrg of tncrcalcd bcncfits
from th. fishcri.s subscctor; to provid. for th. csteblishment lnd
rcgul.tron of lakc managcmcnt org.trisrtions and gezcfiing of
htrdrng sitcs; to ellow for fshcri.s mcchaDir.hon; to provid. for
fish brccding end brccding arc.s; to provide for thc rcgulatron
of filh f..ds; to provid. for priv.t. scctor .ngegcmctrt in thc
fishcrics subs.ctor; to r.p..l thc Firh Act, Cep. 197 .nd th. Trout
Prot.ction Act, C.p. 199; end for rcl.tcd mattcrs.

D,{TE oa AssENr

Dote ofCotnnencement
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BE IT ENACTf,D by Parlament as follows

P,\RT I-PRFI INiINAR\

2022

1. Applicetion ofAct
Thrs Act apphes

(a.) to all watem where fish rs found or can be famed $-lthln
the lunsdlchon of Uganda,

(b) to all fishenes and aquacultue actlvtttes. and

(c) to any fishmg vessel rcglstered rn Uganda and to any act
(]1 omlsslon occurlDg on or by that vessel, \\,heret er the
vessel ma! be

2. Purposc ofAct
The purpose ofthrs Act rs

(a) to provrde for the contol and regulatro[ ofall fisherres
and aquacultue productron actrutres and practtces tn an
mteglated manner to achre\,e consenatton and sustamable
economlc. socral and en\lronmental beneiits for the
prcsent and futule genelatlons.

(b) to pro\,rde for the admmlstrahon. management and
coordmatron of lisherres and aquacultue wlth local
goverrme[ts and other statrieholders at all lere]s.

(c) to oeate a sustarnabl] financed Dfectorate for the
management ofthe flshenes subsector \\rth clearll defned
structures and llnkages between the mandates of cental
and local govemments and the prrvate sector,

(d) to plomote and gulde publlc partrctpahon in the
management and consen,atlon of fishenes resources.
lncludlilg *omen. ) outh and other r ulnerable groups.
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(e) to promote the competltrveness of the fishe es and
aquacultue subsector and the dlversrficahon of fish and
fish products.

(f) to promote and gulde publlc pnvate partnershlps rn fish
productlon. \alue addrtron and markehng.

(g) to guarantee quahty and safeq of fish and flsh products.
rncludrng brosafen and blosecunD.

(h) to promote research-based decrsron makmg and sharmg of
rnformahon and data" and

(1) to provlde for the mechanrsatron of fishenes. aquaculture
and aquatrc $eed management

3. Environmentrlpnnclplcs
All persons m\ohed ln fisherres or aquacultue achvrtles or any
other person performrng frmctlons. duhes ()1 pou,els under thls Act
1n relatron to the development and utlllsatron offisherles resources or
ensunng sustarnab lty shall ta|e rnto account and gtve effect to the
pltnctples ofenr,rronment management prescllbed under the Natlonal
Envlronment Act, 2019

,1, Interpretation
In thls Act. u ess the context otherwse requlres

"aquaculture" means the planned and controlled farmrng offish.
molluscs. crustaceans and aquahc plants for nut tton.
rncome and hvelhoods.

"aquacultue actlvrty" means breedrng fish, hatcheD operatron.
aquaculturc farmrng. fish feed manufactunng and trade.
LYe nsh trade. transportaton of live fish, processrng of
l'armed fish alld p]ants, hve fish storage. prc\lslon of
aquaculture sen'rce. aquaculture net manufactunng and
tade 1n aquaculture apphances and lnputs.
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"aquaculture estabhshment" means a facrlrty or premlses on
land or \\ater approved for the productlon offish through
aquaculture or products used rn aquaculture, but does not
lnclude a personal aquanum.

"aquanum" means an artlficlal pond or tank used for keeping
or drsplalrng hve flsh and aquatrc plants for decoratr\e.
omamental 01 entertalnment purposes.

"artlsanal fish processrng facrhty" means an1, local faciLq rn a
fishmg communlty or a destgnated place rvhere fish, flsh
or aquaculture products are preparcd, handled. processed.
chrl1ed. frozen. packaged or stored.

"authonsed omcer" means any person or category of persons
prescnbed under section 88.

"breedrng ground" means an area ln the natural aquatlc
envlronment. \\'he1e lish la1'therr eggs or sparwr.

"Chref Frsherres OlEcer" means the technrcal head of the
D,rectorate of Frshenes Resources

"conmerclal fishmg" meansfishrng for monetaq gdn.lncludmg
trade. buslness or proflt, where all 01 part of the catch rs

sold or bartered, but does not mclude subsrstence or sport
flshrng.

"Commlttee" means the Flsherles and Aquaculture Advtsoq'
Commrttee estabhshed under sectron 9.

"curency pornt" has the value assrgned to rt ln the Schedule to
thrs Act.

"Duectorate" means the Dnectorate of Frshenes Resources
exlstrng 1n the Mmlstr).

"fish" means any aquatlc organlsm and mcludes an)'crustacean
or mollusc. as rvell as the[ eggs. fr]. lingerLngs. or ]oung
but does not lnclude leptrles or mammals.
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"fish processrng estabhshment" means an, premlses where
fish. fish or aquaculture products are prepared. handled,
plocessed. chrlled, frozen, packaged or stored. but does
not lnclude an auchon or \\holesale market rn $hrch onll
drsplay and sale by rholesale takes place.

"fish product" means an1 derrr,atrve offish and rncludes drred,
frozen or chrlled flsh and molluscs and aquatlc plants.

'fshenes actrl,rt\ " means fishlng, transportatron offlsh. artrsanal
processrng of flsh. mdustrral fish processmg. trade rn fish
maw. f,sh tade and other fish products. operatmg a fish
processmg estabhshment, manufactulrg of fishrng gear.

Iishrng r,essel burldrng and reqeatronal fishmg and tradrng
rn fishrng gear,

"Frshenes Research Instrfute" means the Natlonal Ffhenes
Resources Research Instltute establshed under the
Nahonal Agncultural Research Act. 2005.

"lishrng" means the catchlng, attactlng. talong or haneshng
offish by anl method and mcludes attempt! to catch and
searchmg fo1 fish. but does not rnclude aquacultue or the
transportatron offish

"fishrng gear" meaos a tool used to captue aquatlc resources.
rncludrng a net. basket. trap. hook, hne, spear or other
rmplemenl.

"fishrng ressel" means any cr aft. raft or boat used for fishrng but
does nol mclude a ressel used lor

(a) the transport offish or for aquaculture. or

(b) local flshrng.

"lishmg u aters ' lncludes all permanent 01 seasonal \\ater bodles
\ rthrn the land bordels ofuganda. capable of supportlng
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fish and those parts oflales. rrlers and other \\ater bodles
shared $rth nerghbounng count es. and over uhich
Uganda exerclses soverelgnt].

"fishmonger" means a person \&ho trades ln or sells fsh or fish
products,

"forergn fishmg \essel" means any fishrng vessel llcensed or
regrsteled m a forelgn countr].

"Hazar d Analysrs and Cfltlcal Control Polnt (HACCP)" means a
proactr\e food safety management s! stem $hlch 1dent1fles.

evaluates and controls hazards that are slgmflcant and ltkely
to occur at speclfic pomts m the food productlon chaln,

'lale management organlsatron" means a local golernment
assocBtron estabhshed to co-ordlnate the rntegrated
plannrng and management ofa lake under thls Act.

'landlng slte" means a landrng stte establlshed ln accordance
wrth sectron 3l.

"Lcence" means a hcence lssued under thls Act

"local Iishrng" means fishrng \,lthout a ltcenced Iishlng vessel.
uhere fish 1s caught fo1 consumptron by the person
engagrng tn the flshrng.

"local govemment" means a local councll establtshed under
sectlon 3(2) to (5) ofthe Local Govemments Act,

"Mmlste1" means the N,Ilnlster responslble for fisherres and
aquacultule,

"Mmlstl}i' means the Mmrshl responsrble for fishenes.

"mmor lale" means a latrie other than Lake Vlctona, LakeAlbert.
Lake Eduard. Lalie George and Lake K]oga,
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"omamental fish" means fish for drsplay for lersure.

"processrng" lncludes clearung. fillehng, canntng. saltmg,
smokrng. drymg. cookrng, prckhng. gnllmg or otherwise
presen ing orpreparrng fish for the purpose ofcommerclal
pulposes.

"recrealronal fishrng means fishrng for spon. recreatton or
amusement whlch does not lead to the sale or barter ofthe
fish"

"shared lale" means a lake that cuts across the admlntstrattve
boundary oftwo or more dlst1cts.

"Sur\,elllance Unlt" means the Frsherres Monrtonng Contol and
Suverllarce Unrt establtshed b] sectron 13.

"transboundai] 6shenes resources" means fi sheries resources;
mcludrng vretlands. fllers. lalies ot other \\ater bodtes
shared b1' LJganda and any other cotu'Itry.

"undersrze fish' m relaton to capture fishenes means fish
of a length less than a length as may be prescnbed b]
regulatlons.

"vehrcle" mcludes a machrne or rmplement of an) Lmd dra$n
ot propelled along a road. uhether by ammal. mechantcal.
electncal or other motrve po\\,er

PART II ADNlrNrsrRrrrvF S r RU( rLrRE F(rR Frsl[Rr[s ,\ND

AeLTACULI LrRr MANACD\{FN-r

5, Administrction,managemcntrnddcr.lopm.nt
The admrnrstatlon. management and derelopment of fishenes and
aquaculture under thls Act shall be undertaken b) the Duectolate of
Frsherres Resources. subject to the oYerall guldance ofthe Mlntster m
collaboratlon $1th local go\emnlents and other stakeholders
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The lhfirlter

6- Functions .nd powcrs of Ministcr
(1) The l\{rnrster shall

(a) be responslble lbr the formulatron ofpohc) and leglslatlon
relatmg to the fshenes and aquaculture subsector. m
consultatron \^rth stakeholders.

(b) rssue regulatlons fo1

subsector.
the fisherres and aquaculture

(c) monltol the lmplementatron of poJtctes on fishe es and
aquaculture and the enforcement ofthls Act.

(d) lepiesent Uganda ln rts relatronshlps \,\ rth forergn countrres
ln connectlon ulth fisherres and aquaculture.

(e) mobrlse financlal and otherresources for the management
and development ofthe fisheoes and aquacultule subsector.
and

(fl perform an1 other functlon mclde[ta] to the purposes of
thrs Act

(2) The Mmlstel may. for the purposes of thts Act. estabhsh
lal.e-based management plans \\rth lale-based management reglonal
offices

DlreLtorate of Ft\ het te \ Re \ources

7. FunctionsofDircctoretc
The Drrectorate shall

(a) ensure the approp ate conselvatlon and der,elopment
of standards on the management, sustamable use.
development alld protectlon of all f,she1les and
aquaculture resources.
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(b) monltor and lnspect aquaculture estabhshments under
thls Act.

(c) develop guldehnes for the preparatlon of fishenes and
la-ke-based management plans for the fishrng waters.

(d) rssue hcences and permrts and regulate all fishing vessels
and fishrng gears m all fishmg $aters m accordance \\lth
thls Act.

(e) qeate publrc a$areness and provide support for flshe es
consen,atlon. management. det,elopment and sustamable

(1) rn consultatron \rrth the Frsherres Resealch Instrtute.
approve and co-ordlnate research actl.\,ttles ln relatlon to
matters falllng wlthln the scope ofthrs Act.

(g) collect. analyse and drssemlnate data ln relahon to
resources and achvltes fallmg wlthln the scope of thrs
-4ct.

(h) establlsh. manage and malntam mformatton management
s] stems and databases on fishenes and aquaculture,

0) rdentlf human resource lequlrements and recommend
recrultment of staffat all le\,els for the Dllectorate.

0) ensure sality and qualrty of fish, fish products and
aquaculture products rnboth the domesttc and tnternatlonal
marLet.

(L) llalse. as appropnate, \,,tth agenctes and persons. rncludrng
stalieholders. lndustD'. go!ernment agencles. reglonal and
mtemahonal orgamsattons and expets, whether local or
forergn. on matters faihng $tthm the scope ofthts Act.
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(l) regulate fish safety and quaht] m consultatlon wrth
releYant stakeholders;

(m) rdently. promote and undertake the deYelopment of
appropnate fi sherles and aquaculture rnfrastructure.

(n) facrhtate mvestment rn commerctal fishenes and
aquaculture. m collaboratlon wlth relevant agencles.
persons or bodres, mcluding Govemment departments,

(o) promote the development and rntroductlon of appropnate
technologres rn fishenes and aquaculture producion.
processrng and preser.ratlon m collaboratlon 1\lth rele,,ant
stakeholders.

(p) rdentri' opportumtres and prcmote all aspects offrshenes
and aquaculture mar Letmg.

(q) coordlnate and undertake monrtoflng. connol and
surverllance of all actlvltles \,!rthln the scope of thts Act,
and

(r) perform such other dutles and funclons consrstent \lrth
the provlslons of thls Act as may be necessary for the
fulfilment ofthe objectlves ofthrs Act

8. ChiefFrsherics0lficcr
(l) The Dlrector responsrble lbr fishenes resources rn the

Mmlstr) rs desrgnated as the Chref Frshe es Officer for purposes of
thls Act

(2) The Chlef Flsheltes Officer shall have quahfcahons and
consldenble expenence m fisherres sctences

(3) The Chref Frshenes Omcer shall be responsrble for the
admmrstratlon of thrs Act and the exercrse of the functtons ol the
Dtectorate as provtded fo1 under thls Act
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(4) The ChlefFrshenes Omcer may. m \ rltlng, delegate the
exerclse of any ofthe po*e1s and functlons conferred upon htm or her
bl thls Act to an autho sed omcer

(5) The Chref Flsheues Omcel ma). rn wntrng. rc\'oke or
var] an) delegatlon made u[der subsectron (4)

(6) The ChlefFlshenes Omcer ma) rssue and pubhsh clculars
and dlrectrres that are m confomrtv $lth the provlstons ofthls Act for
the purposes of fac rtatmg the rmpiementatlon of thts Act

Frshores und Aqu*tlture ,|dr\ton' Commlfiee

9. Fishcrics and Aqueculturc Adyisory Committcc
(l) There rs establlshed a Flsherles and Aquaculture Ad\lsory

Commlttee \,r'rthln the Mmlstry

(2) The Commrttee shall compnse the follorrng members
appornted by the Mrnrster

(a) the ChrefFtshenes Omcer.

(b) one representatlve of the Mlnrstry responsrble for trade.
not belo$ the le\el ofa ponctpal omcer.

(c) one lepresentatrve of the MlnlstD responslble for *ater
and en!rronment. notbelow the lelel ofapnnctpal omcer.

(d) one representatrve of the Mrnrstry responstble for local
go\emments. not below the level of a pllnctpal officer"

(e.) one representatr\ e ofthe Ml stry responsrble for finance.
not belo\\ the le\,el ofa prlnclpal omcer.

(l) a representahYe of the Mrnrstry responstble for East
Afncan Communlty. not below the level of a prrncrpal
omcer.
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one representahve ofthe Mmrstry responsrble for tansport.

one represe[tatlve ofthe Frshenes Research Instltute,

one representattve of fi sh processors.

one representatrve of the aquaculture subsector,

t\!o representatl\ es ofthe capture fishenes subsector.

one representatl\,e from the academla urth consrderable
expenence ln lishenes scrences or aquacultue research.
and

(e)

(h)

(1)

0)

(k)

(l)

(m) one representatlve of the fishe1les clvll socret]
otganrsatrons

(3) The Mrnrster shall appoint a Chauperson and Vrce-
Charperson of the Commlttee from amongst members of the
Commrttee

(.1) The Mmrster shall. rn appomtmg the membets of
the Commlttee. ensure that there ts a balance of gender, skrlls and
expe ence among the members

(5) A member of the Commlttee. except the Chtef Ftshenes
OIficer. shall serve for a perrod ofthree y ears and shall be ehgrble tbr
reappomtnent lbr one more term only

(6) The Chref Frshenes Officer shall be the Secretary to the
Commlftee

(7) The Commlttee shall be under the general gu:dance ofthe
Mlnrster

10. Functions of Committec
(1) The Commrttee shall ensure that fisherres and aquaculture

resources are developed and managed on a sustatnable basls
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(2) Wrthout hmrtmg the general effect of subsectron (1). the
Commrnee shall adtrse the trllntsler on

(a) effectrle planmng, financrng. co-ordmatlon and sen,lce
delrvery rn the fisherres and aquaculture subsector.

(b) mechanlsms for confllct resolutton m the deYelopment and
management offishenes and aquaculture. and

(c) the fomulatlon of specrfic measures for the lishenes and
aquaculture management and development

(3) The Commlttee shall prepare and submtt to the Mrnlster a
quarterly report ofall lts actMtles

ll. Meetings of Committcc
The Mrnrster shall, by rcgulaton. prescnbe the procedure ofmeetrngs
of the Commrftee

12. R.moral ofmcmbcr of Committce
A member of the Commrttee ma) be removed from othce on the
folloT,r'rng groturds-

(a) rfthe member ls declared bankrupt.

(b) rf the member rs \,\'lthdra*n b) the orgamsahon or
rnstltutlon that he or she represents on the Commlftee. or

(c) rfthe member rs convlcted ofan offence unde. thrs Act

Ftsherrcr )tloatorutg, Cotltlol dnLl Slo|ellutge Lth

13. Esteblishmcnt of Fiihcrics Monitoring, Control and
Sun.ilhncc tJnit
( l) There rs estabhshed a Fishe es Monrtonng. Control and

Sun'e1llance L]nrt $lthm the Dl1ectomte
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(2) The Surverllance Umt shall comp se persoN appolnted
bl the Pubhc Senlce Commrssron

(3) The Nrlnlster ma]. m consultatror $rth the Mmlster
responsrble for mtemal atlars. b) statutory mstrument. malie regulatrons
for

(a) the organlsatron and deployment ofthe Sun'e1llance Untt.

(b) the functrons and dutres of olncers of the Surr,eillance
LImtt

(c) the tems and condltlons of seruce. grades. ranl.s and
apporntment and dlscrplme olollcers ofthe Sun,elllance
LInrt.

(d) the descrlptron and rssue ofarms. ammumtton. accoutre-
ments. umfoms. authont) cards and other necelsaq
supples to officers ofthe Sunetllance Un1t. and

le) matters relatrng genetall) to the good ordel and
admmlstatlon of the Sunerllance lJnrt

(.1) Whele the terms and condltlons of senlce ofar officer of
the Sunerllance Unrt authonse hrm or her to possess firearms m the
course ofhrs or her dutres. the omcer shall, m addrtron to an] other tems
and condltlons that may be rmposed under thls sectton. \,\ear a untform
and be govemed by regulatrons made tnder dls secton regardlng

(a) powers ofsearch and arest,

(b) trarnlng.

(c) drscrphne, and

(d) use of filearms
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14. Functrons ofSurvcilhnce Unit
The Sunerllance l]nrt shall

(a) monltor. contol and carrv out survelllance. rncludrng
enforcement of comphance wlth thls Act and an), other
ultten law relatlng to acttvltles under thts Act,

(b) protect fish and therr envlronment. f,sh products and
aquatlc flora and t'auna agalnst fishenes malpractlces, and

(d) generall). enforce the pro!lslons ofthls Act

Pov,ers of S'unellance Unt

15. Powcr of.rrcst
(1 ) An omcer ofthe SuNetllance Unrt nuy. {,lthout a \\anant.

arest a person who ls suspected ofha\rng commrtted an offence under
thrs Act

(2) In the erercrse of hrs or her po*ers under subsectron
(l ). the omcer ofthe Survetllance Unrt ma! request fiom the person
arested. hts or her name and address

16. Porrcrs of inspection .nd s.arch
(1) The omcers ofthe Surverllance Urut shall hare powers of

rnspectlon and search \ahlch shall mclude the po\\'er to-
(a) requre aN person to produce a hcence or permrt,

(b) rnspect fishtng gear. 6sh. fish products and slmllal 1tems.

(c) requrre any person to pror rde name and address. and
produce rdentlficahon.

(d) stop an)' vehrcle, a;rcraft. \,essel or other means of
conveyance, and enter and lnspect and requfe productlon
of manlfests and stmllar documents and answers to
questlons relatlng to cargo.
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(e) rnspect and sealch or authonse any person subordlnate to
hrm or her to mspect and search any baggage. package.
vehlcle. vessel. tent. premrses or property belonglng to
or occupled b) that person or any person rn hrs or her
emplolment.

(0 requrre a person to produce records for mspectron and
cop]1n9.

(g) serze fishrng gear and other thmgs suspected ofberng used
m the commlsston ofan offence under thls Act.

(h) serze fish and fish products suspected of havrng been
reared. caught. processed. exported or mported 1llegally
ol possessed in contra t, ention olthe la*. or unfit fol human
consumptron. and

0) take possesslon of. or \\lth a court order. demoltsh any
structule. bamer or trap that has been erected orconstructed
lllegally for purposes offishenes or aquaculture actl!rt)

(2) An ofncer of the Surverllance Lintt ma) selze anlthlng
under the po\rers conferred on hlm or her by thls sectron. $hether 01

not the o$ner can be found and the officer may

(a) breal open an) hold. contarner or compartment.

(b) use an] data processlng system found on the premtses. and

(c) reproduce any record ln tbe fo1m ofa pnntout and take tt

(3) An omcer ofthe Sunelllance Unlt shall pro\lde a \Tltten
recelpt for any flsh. fish product or goods seized b; hrm or her ulder
thrs Act

(4) An oflicer of the Surletllance Umt shall exerctse the
po\4ers of anest conferred undel thls Act tn accordance \\tth the
Cnmrnal Procedure Code Act
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17. Powcis ofhot pursuit
The powers of the Surverllance Unrt shall rnclude the power, after
hot pursurt and pulsuant to Uganda's rrghts under tntematlonal law.
to board a forergn or Ugandan vessel outstde the fishng $aters and
to bnng that vessel back $1thm the f,shmg \.\aterc rf the authonsed
olhcer has reasonable grounds to suspect that the vessel has been used
to con'mlt an offence \\rthln the fishlng waters

18. Scerch warrant
(1) An officer of the Surverllance Lhtt shall not e\erclse the

powers of entD and search m rcspect of a dwellng house *lthout a
warant obtalned from a magtstrate

(2) The search under subsectlon ( 1) shall be carrred out tn the
presence ofthe area local councrl offlcrals

(3 ) An officer ofthe Surve1lla[ce Unrt may. after nott! lng an
area Iocal authonty, erect a temporar, barner on a road for the purpose
of car) lng out a search ofa vehtcle or person

19. OlliccrsofSunc lencc Unitto her c powcrs ofpublic pros.cutor
In any prosecutlon for an ollence under thts Act. an offrcer of the
Sunerllance Urut ma}. subject to the exptess dlrectlons ofthe Dtrector
of Publc Prosecutrons. hale and exerclse all the po$ers of a pubLc
prosecutoi appolnted b) the Dlrector ol PubLc Prosecuttons tulder
sectlon 223 ofthe Nlaglstrates Courts Act

20. Id.ntification ofoffic.rs of Surrcillancc Unlt
An omcer ofthe Sunelllance Untt shall. before exercrstng any powers
under thrs Part. produce omclal ldentrficatron shoqlng him or her to
be an ofncer of the Survelllance Llnrt

PAR| III-RoLr oF Lo(Ar Gr)\r.RrNrENTs

21. M.ndate ofDircctoretc in rcl.tion to locrl go!.rnmcnts
For the purposes of ensunng the tmplementatron of nalonal
pohcles $ith respect to the fisherles and aquaculture subsectol and
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adherence to performance standards by local govemments and ln
accordance $rth the Local Govemments Act. the Dlrectorate shall
be responsrble for

(a) rnspecting monltonng and co-ordlnattng of Golemnent
mrhatrles and pollcres rn the fishenes and aquaculture
subsector as the lnttlatl\es and pohcres apply to local
governments.

(b) co-ordmatlng and ad\lslng persons and organisatrons m
rclatlon to fishenes and aquaculture proJecls rnvolvlng
duect relatrons wlth local goverurents. and

(c) asslstlng 1n the pro\rsron of technrcal advrce. support.
supervrsron and tralnmg to local governments to enable
the local gor,emments cala) out the dehterv of fishenes
and aquaculture seNlces m ther respech\,e areas, and to
develop thelr capacity to manage fishenes resources and
aquacultule de\,elopment

22. Functions oflocal govemmcnts
A local goYernment shall

(a) collaborate. through lake management orgarusatlons to
ensure the sustarnable management offishenes on shared
lakes.

(b.) manage the fishenes resources \\rth1n 1ts Ju11sd1ct1on
under the guldance ofthe ChtefFrsherres Of6cer.

(c) coordmate the derelopment of aquacultue \lthm 1ts

Junsdlctron,

(d) partrcrpate rn the planmng and development offlsh landrng
srtes.

(e) malie bylarvs and ordrnances for sustalnable fishelles and
aquaculture management,
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(0 u'here there are no latrie management orgaDsatlons.
collabomte wlth landlng slte fisherles management
commrttees as partners tn the management of mmor lakes.

(g) rn consultauon $lth the relevant mlntstnes. departments
and agencles. ldentli actMtles ln the catchment area
of any lake or water body that lle entrrel) wlthm tts
admlmstatl\,e boundanes and whrch may rmpact on the
brodr, ersrtl ofthe lake or water bodv or onthe lrYehhoods
of pelsons $ho depend on fishenes and. 1n relatton to
those actr\1tles. mcorporate lnto local developmelt plans.
measues. mcludlng those lelatlng to land use and natural
resources, to prevent {]1 mrttgate such tmpacts.

(h) develop a drstnct Flshenes and Aquaculture Management
Plan rn accordance .,!tth thls Act"

(r) perform fishenes and aquaculture lelated tasks confened
b] thrs Act or ant other la\\. and

0) perform such functrons as may be delegated by the Chlef
Flshenes Oticei under thls Act

23. District Fishcrics Olnce
(l) A Drstnct Councll shall. rn accordance urth the Local

Govemments Act. establlsh a Dlstlct Flshenes Omce

(2) A Dlstnct Senrce Commrssron shall appolnt a Dlstrict
Frshenes Oticer and such other officers, as may be requrred for the
proper functronlng ofthe Drstnct Ftshenes Offce

24. Functions ofDistrict Fishcri.s Offc.rs
(1) The functlons ofa Drstnct Ftsherres Officer are-

(a) to co-ordlnate $,lth the Dlrectorate and other relevant
staleholdem on matters rclatmg to fishenes and
aquacultue.
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(b) to advrse and gurde the Dist ct Councll on all matters
rclatmg to fishenes ard aquaculture.

(c) to sensrtlse. promote. gulde and suppolt the estabhshment
and operatlon of landrng stte fishenes management
commrttees and lake management organtsatlons,

(d) to provlde techntcal gurdance and collaborate ln the
collechon. analysls. use. storage and transfer of fishenes
data alld mformatlon for management puposes and to llnk
the data to .,r1der mformatlon management slstems and
de!elopment plannlng systems ofthe local government.

(e) to proude such mformatron to the Dlleclorate as mav be
requrred for the purposes of flshenes management and
aquaculture development.

(0 to provide technlcal gurdance and collaborate wrth
relevant stakeholders ln the de\,elopment of fishenes
management and aquaculture development shategtes,

(g) to support and promote extenslon and other related
servrces m the de\elopment and provlslon of advtsorl
ser'\rces. mcludlng research relattng to fishetles ard
aquaculture,

(h) to ensure. rn collaboraion wtth lale management
orgamsatons and landmg stte fisherres management
commlttees, that thls Act and the regulatlons made under
1t are enforced- and

(, to ensure. rn collaborahon u,ith lake management
orgamsatrons. flshtng communltles. clvll soctety
orgamsatrons and landlng stte fishenes management
commlttees that llcences and permlts tequrred under thrs
Act are obtarned
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(2) ln addrtron to an) report iled by the Dlstrlct Flshenes
Officer under any rrrtten law. a Dtstnct Fisherres OIficer shall submtt
a quafierl] report to the ChrefFrshenes Officer on actl\,tttes relatmg to
fisherres management ln the Dlstnct

PqnllV Strsr qrNeere Usr,tuo Melecllrr r

or FlsHFRlF5 AND AeLrA(LrLTtJRt Rr\olrR(L5

25. Fish.rics rcguletion .nd control
(1) The regulatlon and contol of fishenes and aquaculture

actr\,lhes, rncludlng monttonng and surverllance of all uater bodles.
fishhandlmg, storage and processmg faclllttes, fish markets. roads. arr.
entry and exrt border pornts shall be under the Drectorate

(2) The Dlrectorate shall. rn the performance of rts funct,ons
under subsectron (l). consult the releYant Government mmtstnes.
departments and agenctes. local go\emments and other relevant
staLeholders. as appropnate

26. Fisheriesco-m.negcmcntstructurcs
The Nfinrster shall. b; regulatrons. cstabllsh and prescnbe functtons
of fisherres co-management commlttees ftom the landtng slte up to
natlonal level \!rth llnkages to the reglonal letel rncludmg-

la) landmg slte fishenes management commrttee.

(b) sub-count) fishenes management commlttee.

(c) drstnct fishenes management commrttee.

(d) lake *rde fishenes management commtttees.

(e) natlonal fishenes management commtttees. and

(f) regronal f,shenes management commlttees
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Suslutnuble Ftsher Es and Aquucullure Ma agement

27. Information.ndplenning
The Chref Frshenes Omcer shall. rn consultaion $lth the Mrnrster.
tssue gurdehnes and dllectrons to local gor emments.lalie management
organlsatlons. landlng srte fishelles management commtttee and cMl
socletv organlsatlons relatlng to

(a) the collectron. anallsls, use. transfer al1d storage of
fishe es and aquaculture lnformatlon. and

(b) soclal. economlc and envrronmental tnformatlon for
the purposes of efi-ectlYe and sustatnable flsherres and
aquaculture management and plannmg

28, Trens-bounderyfishanGsresourccs
The Chref Frshenes Officer shall co-operate wlth lake management
olgamsatrons and fishe es management orgamsatrons at tntematonal
regronal. natlonal lelels. local govemments and landtng slte fishenes
management commrttees rn the management oftlansboundary fisherles
resoulces

29. Manrgcmcnt end dcvclopmant ofnaturel fishcrias rcsourcas
stock
(1) The N{lmster shall. b1 regulatrons, prescnbe methods and

processes lbr the management and delelopment of Datual fishe11es

(l) SubJect to subsectron (1). the Chief Frshenes Omcer
shall

(a) delelop a fisherres management and de\elopment plan
for the natural fishenes resources for each e\stng and
rdentrfied potentral fishenes publtc \\ater body and where
apphcable. deYelop a specres specrfic plan,
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(b) ln collaboratron \\lth the Flshenes Research Inshtute-
conduct and coordmate stock assessment. fishenes ftame
surve) s. fisherles catch assessment e\erclses. and manage
and drssemmate the resultant databases"

(c) manage and coordmate the remo\al ofphlslcal or natual
bamers on publc water bodres that may rmpede the
productron, management and development of fisherres
f'rom such $ aters.

(d) de\,elop management and control measures for sustalnable
productron and development of the natual fishenes
resources.

(e) plan, set up and coordlnate co-management structues
for the effectrle lnvolvement of fishlng communttles.
tradels. processors and exporters m the management al1d
deYelopment of the fi shenes.

(0 rnshtute and manage closed fishmg grounds. demarcat,ng
and management offlsh breedrng and spawntng grou.rds.
and establlshment and management of natural fisherres
prctectron parks. and

(g) control and legulate all actt\1hes pertatrung to lishenes
productlon and de\,elopment

(l) The Chrel Frsheues Olicer shall. rn each financral year,
prepare a comprehensl\,e status report on f,sherles resouces $hlch
shall mclude data on the annual fishenes productron

30, Manegcment offiihing capacit)
The Chref Frsherres Officer shall. rn consultatron \lth the tr{rnrster.
through the rssuance of llcences. control entry to the frshenes
resources and detemlne the maxtmum alio$ed fishmg effort m each
dlstnct. based on avarlable sctentlfic data and uhere there rs no data- a
precaulonan approach shall be apphed
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31. Lrnding sitcs
(1) The ChrefFrsherres Officer shall. on the recommendatron

of local gor,emments and ln consultatlon \\1th relevant stakeholders.
establsh. b) notlce m the Gazette. land,ng sltes tlloughout Uganda

(2) A landrng srte shall be a clearly defined area adJacent to a
\i'ater body that rs used princrpally for fishe es purposes

(3) Actr\rtres at the landmg slte and on the related land.
burldrngs and facrlrtres shall mclude the smoklng. saltlng or storage
of fish. landrng of fish from fishmg vessels and the transpofiatlon.
processlng and sale offish or fish products

(.1) The Chref Frshenes Officer shall cause to be collected.
fishrng landmg data and rnformatlon data from all gazetted landlng

(5) The Nlmlster may. b] regulat,ons. presc be addrtronal
requlrements for landlng sltes

(6)

(a)

(b)

The ChrefFrsherres Officer rhall rssue gurdehnes for-
the establlshment and management oflandrng sltes. and

closure offishmg actr\,1les at landlng sltes

PaRr V [,rcFNcFs AND PFRNlrr\

32. Prohibition of fshcrics rnd .qucculture actiYitics *ithout
lic.nc. or p.rmit

A person shall not engage rn any fisheaes or aquaculture acttvlty
wlthout the relevant Lcence or perntt lssued under thts Act

33. Applicetion for lic.nce or pcrmit
( 1) An app:rcatlon for a llcence or permlt under this Act shall

be ln the manner prescnbed by regulatrons
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(2) Subject to thls Act. the Chref Frsherres Officer may. on
applcatron berng made m the prescnbed manner and on payment of
the presclbed fee. rssue to an appltcant. a llcence or perm,t

(3) Ahcence orpemrtshall be rssuedrn such lbrm and sub;ect
to such condltrons as may be prescnbed by regulatlons

(,1) Where the ChlefFtsheues Offrcer refuses to lssue a hcence.
he or she shall. wlthm thrrt) days from the date of the applcahon,
lnform the appllcant, tn wntmg" grvrng reasons for the refusal

(5 ) A hcence shall be deemed to have been lssued where the
Chref Frshenes Officer does not

(a) rssue a hcence $lthm the prescnbed t,me. and

(b) rnform the apphcant, ln \!ntmg. of the reasons for the
refusal

(6) A person \4ho ls aggneled b) the refusal of the Chref
Frshenes Omcer to lssue a Lcence ma1 appeal to the Mmlster \\rthin
fourteen days from the date ofcommunlcatron ofthe refusal

(7) The Chlef Frshenes Omcer shall. rI1 determinrng an
appkcatlon tb1 a Lcence or permlt. ha\e regard to the purposes ofthls

3{. tr'ishing vcsscl liccncc
( 1) A vessel shall not be used for lishrng unless

(a) the r,essel rs reglstered under the Inland Water Transport
Act. 2021. and

(b) there ls rn force. rn respect of that vessel. a vahd fishmg
\ essel llcence
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(2) The o\,\,ner and cre\t of a i,essel used rn contra\eoton
of subsecton (1)each commlt an ofence and are each hable. on
conirlctlon. to a fine not e\ceedlng f,ire thousand currency polnts or
lmpnsonment for a term not e\ceedtng three years. or both

35. Fishing vessel hcenc. conditions
(1) A fishmg Yessel licence ma1 be sublectto genelalorspeclal

condrtlons and shall ha\e a urque fishrng vessel ldentrficatlon plate
for the vessel to uhlch tt relates as ma] be prescnbed by regulatrons

(2) Not\r,thstandlng subsectlon (1). a hcense rssued under
sectron 34 shall specrry the specres. fishrng gear, tlpe and slze. the
number of each target specres based on the state of stocks and the
nwnbel ofcreu

(3) The owner and creu ofa lessel used m contlalenhon of
an1 condrtron relatlng to the f,shmg vessel ltcence, each commlt an
ofl'ence and are each Lable. on convrctlon. to a fine not cxceedlng one
thousand currency pornts 01 to rmp sonment for a telm not exceedmg
one yeai. or both

36. Fish tr.nsport licence
(1) A lessel or vehrcle shall not be used to tansport fish

unless

(a) the vessel or \ehrcle rs regrstered under the Inland Water
Transport Act. 2021 or the Traff,c and Road Safety Act.
1998 respectrr,ell. and

(b) there ls ln force ln respect ofthat vessel or r,ehrcle, a ralid
fish tanspoft llcence

(2) The Chlef Frsherres Officer may delegate the po\,!er to
rssue a fish transport llcense under subsectlon (1) to a Dlstlct Frshenes
Ollicer
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(3) The or ner and cre\4 of a \ essel or ! ehlcle \\ hlch transports
fsh $rthout a vahd fish tmnsport hcence contrary to subsectton (1) or
rn breach of any condlhon appllcable to the Lcence. each commrt an
offence and are each hable, on convlctron. to a flne not e\ceedmg t\ro
thousand ctrrenc) pomts or to lmpnsonmeDt for a term not exceedlng
tuo years. or both

(.1) Tfus sectlon does not appl) to the transportahon offish or
flsh products for subsrstence purposes

37. Fishmongcr licence
(1) A person shall not trade m fish or flsh products unless

he or she rs m possessron ofa vahd fishmonger hcence rssued by the
ChrelFrshenes Of6cer

(l) The ChrefFrshenes Officer ma1'delegate the po$erto tssue
a fishmongel hcence undel subsechon (l) to a Dlstnct Frshenes Oticer

(3) A person who trades rn fish or fish products Nlthout a

fishmonger hcence commrts an offence alld ls hable. on convlctlon, to
a fine not exceedrng t\ro thousand cunency pomts or to rmpnsonment
not e\ceedmg two )eals. or both

38. Prohibition offorcign fishing vessels
(1) A forergn fishmg ressel shall not be used for commercral

fishlng m the $aters ofllganda

(2) A person who contra\,enes subsectron (1) commrts an
offence and 1s llable. on con\,rctlon. to a fine not exceedlng five
thousand currency pomts (]1 to lmprlsonment not exceedmg three
\ ears- or both

39. Ffuh morcmcnt pcrmit
(l ) A pelson shall not. for purposes oftrade. mote fish or fish

products from one place to another unless he or she ls m possesston of
a rahd lish movement permrt rssued bl a Dlstnct Ftshelles Otncer
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(2) A person who, for purposes of trade. moYes flsh or fish
products uthout a f,sh mo\ement permlt commtts an offence and ls
Lable. on conuctron. to a fine not exceedmg tuo thousand cu[ency
potnts or to lmpnsonment not exceedlng one )ear. or both

(3) The holder of a flsh mo\,ement permrt shall cause the
permlt to be carned and e\hlbrted at all tlmes

(J) Afish movement permlt shall be m the form prescflbed by
regulatlons

SpecMl Pemuts

.10. Fishing permit for rcscerch purposcs
(1) Aperson shall not undertake fishrng for research purposes

u rthout a vahd fishrng permrt rssued b1 the ChlefFlshenes Omcer

(l) The Mrmster ma), b) notlce ln the Gazette, exempt any
pubhc rnstrtutlon or person from the requlrement under subsectton (1)

(3) The ChlefFrshenes Ofncer shall. before rssumg a fishlng
pemlt under thls sectton

(a) consult the relevant local govemments and the lake
management orgarusaton wlth responstbrllt-v for the lake
or \\,ater bod) on *hrch the resea.rch rs proposed to be
conducted, and

(b.) have regard to the purposes ofthrs Act

(.1) A fishrng permrt granted Lrnder thls sectlon

(a) shall speclf)' the \ate1 body or water bodies on whrch the
nshmg rs permttted.
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(b) shallbe vahd for apenod ofup to oneyearand ts renewable.

(c) shall. \\,here rt ,s tssued to a person *ho ls not a cittzen
oflJganda. rnclude a condrtlon that at least one Llgandan
sclentrst must be mcluded ln the research project to whtch
the permlt relates. at the expense of the person to r,\'hom

the permlt rs rssued.

(d) shall requre the rcsearch findrngs and data to be
communlcated to the Chlef Frshenes Omcer \ tthm a
spec!fied period.

(e) may rmpose such tems and condltlons as the Ch,ef
Frshenes Otlcer consrders fit.

(0 shall be rssued on the palment ofa prescnbed fee. and

(g) mat permltthe use ofprohlblted fishlng gearand method!

(5) For the puposes of thts secton. "lishrng for research
purposes" means fishmg for sclenttfic or expenmental puposes and
rncludes the collectron offlsh for museums

(6) A person who undertakes fishrng for research purposes
\\lthout a pemlt conmrts an offence and rs llable. on con\1cton. to a
f,ne not exceedng one thousand crfiency potnts or to tmp sonment not
er.ceedrng srx months. or both

{1. Ornamentrl fishing pcrmit
(1) A person shall not engage rn f,shmg for omamental ish

wrthoutar,ahd omamental f,shlng permrt rssuedbl the ChrefFrsheries
OIficer

(f) The Chref Frshenes Omcer may delegate rhe pouer to
lssue an omamental fishlng pemlt under subsectlon (1) to a Dlstnct
Frshenes OtIcer
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(3) A person $ho engages rn fishrng for omamental fish
wlthout an omamental lishlng permtt corrmlts an offence and ls llable,
on coNrctlon to a fine not exceedmg five hundred currenc! polnts or
to rmpnsonment not erceedrng srx months. or both

.12. Aquerium permit
(1) A person shall not keep an aquanum wlthout a l,ahd

aquannm pednrt rssued by the ChrefFlshenes Officer

(2) A person who keeps an aquanum utthout an aquanum
permrt commrts an offence and rs ltable. on coni,tctlon, to a fine
not exceedlng one thousand curency potnts or to lmpnsonment not
exceedmg one r,ea1 or both

{3. Rccrcational fishing pcrmit
(1) Aperson shall not engage rn recreatlonal fishrng \rlthout a

recreatronal lishrng permlt tssued b]' the ChrefFrsherres Officer

(2) I'he Chref Flshefles (Jmce1 ma\ delegate d1e po\\er to
lssue a recreatronal fishlng pemtt under subsecion (l) to the Uganda
WrldLfe Authontr

(3) A person rvho engages m rccleatlonal fishmg u tthout
a recreatlonal f,sh1ng pernrrt colnmtts an offence and rs Lable. on
coNlctlon. to a fine llot e\ceeding fl\'e hundred ctmency polnts or to
rmpnsonment not e\ceeding sN months. or both

.14. Pcrmits for stocking, transf.r and introduction of fish end
.qu.tic plants
(1) A person shall not. wthout a YaLd permrt rssued by the

ChrefFrsherres Olfrcer

(a) stocL a u,atel bod), \\rth 1,!e fish. \\,hether taken from that
\iater bod) or any other vrater bodl.

transf'er ll\,e fish from one $ater body to another. or

rntoduce an! non-natl\e fish spectes tnto the f,shlng waters

(b)

(c)
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(2) For the purposes of thls sectron. a reference to a ttater
body in the conte\t of stockmg that water bod) or transfernng l ,e

f,sh to the water body, does not mclude the stockrng ofor tansfer of
lish to an aquaculture estabhshment

(3) The Chlef Frshe es Officer shall. ln determmlng an
apphcatlon under thts sectlon-

(a) consult u,rth the Ftshe es Research Instrtute. local
governments. the lale manageme[t organtsatlon and the
landrng srte fishenes management commlttee responstble
for the aflected water body or bodres, and

(b) have regard to the purposes ofthrs Act

(,1) The Chtef Flsherres Officer shall not rssue a permtt under
thls sectlon where there are reasonable grounds to beheve that the
lntroductron. transfer or stocklng of nahve or non-nahte spectes may
halm natl\,e fish stock. hrelhoods. brodrYerslt\ or the envtonment

(5) A pemlt rssued under thls sectron shall be sublect to such
general and specrfic condtttons as mal be prescnbed ln the pem1t.
and as may be necessarl to safeguard natr\,e fish stock. ltrehhoods.
brodrrersrtr and the en\, tronment

(6) A person $ho contaYenes subsectlon (1), or uho ta s

to compl)' wlth the condttlons of a pemlt lssued under thts sectton
commts an offence and ls hable. on conMctlon, to af,ne not e\ceedrng
ten thousand crmenc) polnts or to impnsonment not exceedlng seven
) ears. or both

{5. Locel firhing
Local fishrng shall be regulated rn accordance \rlth the Local
GoyerDnents Act. subJect to any restnctons mposed by the Chref
Flshenes Officer as may be requrred to mmtmlse threats to fisherles
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Generul Pntttstons Reldhng to LtLenLe\ and Petmis

.16. Duretionoflicences.ndpcrmits
(1) A Lcence rssued under thls Act shall be vahd for a calendar

lear

(2) A permlt lssued under thrsAct shall be valld for the penod
specrfied rn the permrt

{7, Rcncw.l ofliccnc.
(l ) A pelson ma) apply for renewal ofa Lcence rssued under

thrs Act

(2) An applcatlon lbr renelal ofa hcence shall be made tn
accordance $lth the regulatlons made under thls Act

{8. Proccdurc on loss oflic.ncc or pcrmit
(l) Where a L.ence or pe(rut lssued under thls Act ls

destrol ed. defaced or lost, the ChlefFlshe es Omcer ma). lfsatlsfied
as to the destruchon, defacement or loss ofthe ltcence or pem1t. and
on payment of the presc bed fee. lssue to the person a certtficate
settlng out the pupose and effect ofthe hcence or permlt, and recttmg
the destructron. defacement or loss

(2 ) Where a pe$on malies an applrcatton to the ChrefFtsherres
Oticer tbr the rssuance ofa cerhficate under subsectton (1). the person
ls permrfted to carr) out any actlvlq' authol1sed under the destoyed.
defaced or lost Lcence or permlt pendmg the rssuance ofa cerhficate

(3) The certlficate lssued under thls sectlon shall have the
same force and effect as the ongrnal llcence or permlt

.19. Powcr to r.strict numbcr ofliccnc.s and permits
The Chref Flshe es Officer may, \4rth the appro\al of the Mlnlster.
b) notrce ln the G.zelle and m a ne$spaper ofnatlonwlde ctrculatlon.
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Lmlt the number ofall or any ofthe hcences or pemlts whrch mat be
lssued under thls Act. erther generally or m respect ofan) fishmg waters

50. Dlsplay rnd production ofliccnccs.nd pcrmits
( l) A hcensee shall Leep on board hrs or her vessel or carry his

or her |cence on h1m or her whenever and \\herever he or she engages
rn the actlvltres adhonsed by or under the hcence and shall produce
the Lcence on demand for e\amlnatlon b] an authonsed omcer to
enable the authonsed officer to ascertam the name and address ofthe
hcensee. the date of rssue of the hcence and the competent body bt
rvhrch ttTras rssued

(2) The holder of a permrt shall drsplay or can) hrs or her
pemlt on hrm or her $henever and rherever he or she engages m the
actllrtres authonsed by or under the pemlt and shall produce a vald
permrt on demand for exammaton by an authorlsed officer to enable
the authonsed offrcer to ascertaln the name and address olthe holder
of the permrt, the date of lssue ofthe pemtt and the competent bod)
by rhrch rt Tras tssued

51. Prohibrtion of borro*ing, pledging. inh.ritirg, trrnsfcr or
rssignm.nt of liccnce or pcrmit
(1) A hcence or permrt rs personal to the holder of the Lcence

or permlt and shall not be borrored. pledged. mhented. tansferred or
asslgned

(2) A person $ho

(a) borro$s or mhents a hcence or permlt from. or

(b) pledges. transfers or assrgns a ltcence or permtt to.
another person commrts an offence and ls ltable. on convrctton. to afine
not e\ceedlng t$o hundred fiff, currenc)' pomts or to rmp soffnent
not e\ceedrng one )ear, or both and the hcence or permrt shall be
deemed to have been cancelled as and from the date of tlansfer or
asslgnment
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52. Cancclletion of fishing r.ssel liccncc on chrngc of vcssel
own.rship
(1) Where there ls a change of o\r,nershlp ofthe vessel durrng

the valdrt] penod of the fishlng vessel Lcence. the person to whom
the Lcence lras rssued shall surrendel the llcence to the ChrefFrshenes
OIIcer. uho shall cancel the ltcence and the neu ou-ner shall appll' for
a Ilcence under thts Act

(2) An) person \aho purports to transfer or assrgn a fishrng
vessel hcence commlts an oflence and ts hable, on convlcllon, to a fine
not exceedlng five thousand curency pornts. and the Lcence shall be
deemed to have been cancelled as and from the date ofthe purported
tansfer or assrgnment

(3) In any proceedtngs under thrs Act. the rrame ofany person
appeanng m an1' vahd fishrng vessel hcence shall be pnma facre proof
that the person ts the owner ofthe flshmg r,essel ln respect of \h1ch
the lrcence was rssued

53. Varirtion oflicences and p.rmlts
The Chref!'tshelles Officer may rary a Lcence or pemut

(a) onthe request ofthe holder ofthe llcence ot perm,t. subjecl
to such condrttons as the ChiefFtshenes Officer conslders
approp ate. ()1

(b) rfrt rs reasonably necessary for the effectlYe management
of fishlng actr\lhes. the consenatlon oi management of
flshenes resources or for the economrc benefit of Llganda

5.1. Suspcnsion and crnccll.tion ofliccncc!.nd permits
(l) The Chtef Flsherles Omcer may suspend or cancel a

Lcence or permrt-

(a) rfthe holder ofthe Lcence or permrt has been conrrcted of
an offence under thts Act and sentenced to a penalB llot



Act Ftsherrc\ and 4quaculturc Act 2022

e.,ceedrng five hundred currency pornts or to lmpllsonment
for a term not exceeding slx months. or both:

(b) rfthe hcence or permrt was granted ln erlor or on the basls
offalse or mrsleadrng mformatron, or

(c) lf there rs repeated breach ofany ofthe condlhons ofthe
hcence or permtt tssued under thls Act

(2) The Chref Frsheries Offlcer shall. before suspendtng or
cancellmg a hcence or permtt under subsectron ( 1). gtle the hcensee
or permlt holder fourteen dals'notrce rcqurmg hlm or her to gtve
reasons, rfany. why hrs or her llcence or permlt should not be suspended
or cancelled

55. Corrcction oferrors in liccncc! and permits
(1) Where the Chref Frshenes Officer rssues a ltcence or

pernrt \\rth all error, the ltcensee or permlt holder shall appl] to the
ChrefFrshenes Offrcer for the correctron ofthe error rn the hcence or
permrt

(2) Upon recelpt of an appllcatron for correctron of an eror
under subsectlon (l ). the ChiefFrshenes Oltrcer shall. rrthrn fouteen
dals. corect the eror

56. Registers
(1) The Chref Frshenes Officer shall keep the lbllolrrng

reglsters-

(a) a Frshmg Vessel Regtster.

(b) a Llcence Reglster. and

(c) a Permrt Reglster

(2) The ChrefFrshenes Officer shall, by nottce 1n the Gazette.
presc1lbe the manner 1n *h1ch a reglster shall be kept and marntarned
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P,\RT VI-fuctLATloN o! Aerr,\L(rLTrJRa

57. Regul.tionof.queculturepracticcs
The regulatron of aquaculture and approval of aquaculture
estabhshments shall be camed out m collaborahon \\tdt relelant
stakeholders

58. Provision ofedcqueta measurts for confincmcnt
A person shail not calr, out aquaculture wthout adequate measures
for confinement ofthe 6sh to prelent escape iom the estabhshment

59. Environmcntel and sociel imprct nssGssmGnt
A person shall not engage ln aquaculture for commercral purposes
$rthout carn'1ng out the relevant en\,fonmental and soctal lmpact
assessment ln accordance \4lth the Nahonal Envlronment Act- 2019

60. Safetv and qu.lity mcasures
A peison engaged ln the constructron of an aquacultue establtshme
shall

(a) construct the aquaculturc establshment tn such a manner
as to ensule the safet) and qualrty ofthe lrYe Jish and fish
products and the enuronment. and

(b) put rn place samtary measures rn a marner prcscflbed b)
regulatrons to ensure health for lish and other ammals
and aquatlc plants. safet) and qualrty of products and
protechon of the en\ronment

61. Prcycntion and control of contaminants and othcr disc.sc-
causing agcnts
(1) A person engaged rn aquaculture shall not practrce

aquaculture \\ lthout ha\ rng m place measures to prevent and control
contamrnants and other drsease-causlng agents a1lsmg tiom the
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arr. sorl. \\'ater. feed, fertrhsers. fish stock. vetennary drugs. and
agncultural chem,cals. mcludrng pestlctdes or any other source of
contamlnants

(2) A person engaged rn aquaculture shall compl) $lth the
standard sanrta!' measures for aquacultule prescrlbed b1 gurdelmes
rssued bv the ChrefFrshe es Omcer

62. Aqurculture rctiYitt' lic.nc.
(1) A person shall not engage ln an aquacultue achvtt)

wlthout a vahd hcence tssued b) the ChrefFtshenes Oflicer rn respect
ofthat aquaculture actr\1ty. under thts Part

(2) An apphcatlon for an aquaculture ach\,11] ltcence shall be
made to the ChlefFrsherres Oficer rn the prescrrbed form and shall be
accompaored b1 the prescnbed apphcation fee

t3) The Chref Flshenes Officer shall. before determrnrng
an apphcatlon turder thrs sectron. ensure that consultattons $lth
staLeholders are canred out tn accordance \alth such procedures as
may be prescrrbed b1 regulatlons

(.1) The procedures under subsectlon (.1) ma! requue the costs
of. and ancrllarl to consultatton. to be bome wholl1 01 partl) b) the
appLcant

(5) The ChrefFrsherres Officer shall not rssue a llcence undet
thrs sectlon unless he or she rs satrsfed that-

(a) the applcant has the legal nghtto occupl any land requrred
for the operatron ofthe aquaculture establlshment. and to
use the lal1d for that pueose.

(b) the appllcant has the legal nght to abshact or use an) water
requlled for the operatlon ofthe aquaculture establshmenl
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and to dlscharge any $aste uater or emuent from that
establlshment.

the aquaculture estabhshment ls m the publlc mterest, and

the apphcant has complled wlth the Natronal Envuonment
Act. 2019 and an] other applcable wrrften lar

(c)

(d)

(6) The pro\,ls1ons relahng to llcensmg under Part V to thls
Act shall apply to an aquacultwe actlvrty hcence $rth the necessarv
modlficatlons

(7) Aperson who contravenes thls sectlon commlts an offence
and ls llable. on convlctlon. to a fine not exceeding one thousand
currency pornts or to lmpnsonment not exceedrng t$o ) ears. or both

63. Conditionsof.qu.culturc.ctiyitylicence
(1) An aquaculture actlvlt) hcence ma] contam such

condltrons as the ChrefFrsheles Omcer constderc necessary to ensure
the protectron of the envlronment and fish m adjacent or connected
!\'dters. rncludlnE condrtrons relatrng to -

(a) the specres and quantltres of f,sh that ma, be lntroduced
lrrto a parhcular aquaculture estabhsbment.

(b) the stucture. equrpment and marntenance practlces
pertalnlng to that aquacultue estabhshment.

(c) measures relatmg to the health of fish mantarned *rthrn
the aquaculture estabhshment. rncludrng the use of an)
drugs or pharmaceutrcal apphcatlons.

(d) the tlpes offeed that ma1'be used. and

(e) the dlsposal of dead fish. waste ol other mate alsresulting
from aquaculture
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(2) The Chlef Frsherres OIficer shall. m determmmg the
condltlons to be mcluded m an aquaculture actt\,lty llcence" ha\,e
regard to the regulations. as may be made b1, the Mrnlster

(3) A person uho operates an aquaculture establishment ln
breach of the condrtrons of the relevant aquaculture actrvlq' hcence
commrts an offence and rs llable. on convrctton. to a fine notexceedtng
two thousand flle hundred currency polnts or to lmprEonment not
exceedmg t\\o ]ears, or both

6.1. Alterrtionsto.qu.cultur.establishft.nt
An aquaculture estabhshment shall not be altered \rlthout the p or
consent. rn \\Tltlng. ofthe Chref Frshenes Officer

65. Aqurcultur. not to impair othcr .ctiyitlcs
The Chref Frsheles OfIcer shall. rn collaboratron !,v1th Iocal
go\,emments and other relevant bodtes ensure that

(a) the de\,elopment ofaquaculture ts ecologlcally sustatnable
and allous the ratlonal use of the resource shared bl
aquaculture and other actr,,rtres.

(b) the hveLhood. culture and tradrtions oflocal communrbes
and therr access to fishtng glounds are not affected by
aquaculture development. and

(c) the sltmg of aquaculture establlshments does not depn\e
local communrtres ofaccess to fishmg grounds

66. Noticc ofdiscesc
(1) An or,rner or a person rn charge of an aquaculture

establshment $ho suspects fish, aquahc plant or aquacultue producl
1n the aquacultue establshment to be lnfected \\lth a dlsease shall
notlfl an authonsed otncer
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(2) The authonsed offlcer shall. as soon as prachcable. notlry
the ChlefFlshenes Ollicer ofthe drsease

(3) U4rere the ChrefFrshenes Offrcer rs sahsfled that any fish,
aquatlc plants or aquacultue ploduct m the aquaculture establtshment
rs mfected urth any drsease. the Chref Frsherres Officer shall. m
consultahon \.!lth the Commtssloner responstble for anrmal heahh and
the Frshenes Research lnstltute. gtve notlce m $fltlng to the o\rner or
person m charge ofthe aquaculture establlshment, requlnng

(a) the destructron of all fish. aquattc plants or aquaculture
products rn the establNhment. or

(b) the takrng ofsuch measures as the ChrefFlshenes Officer
may specrfi 1n the nohce

67. Compliencewith guidclincs.nd codes of pncticc
The blosecurrt) mechanrsms at an aquaculture establlshme[t sha]l be
In accordance $rth gurdelmes and the Code ofPrachce forAquaculture
rssued by the ChrefFrsherres Offrcer

68. Import or crport pcrmit for livc fish
(1) A person shall not lmport hve fish rnto Uganda for

purposes ofaquaculture orany otherpu?ose \\ tthout an tmportpermlt
rssued b] the ChrefFlshelles Officer and a fish health certrficate from
the countrl ofongln

(2.) A person shall not erport lrve fish from Uganda for
purposes of aquaculture \nlthout an export permtt and a fish health
certrficate rssued by the ChtefFrshenes Ofhcer.

(3) A person who $rshes to tmpo ol export fish shall apply
to the ChrefFrsherres Offlcer m the manner ptescnbed b) tegulatrons

(4) The Chref Frshenes Omcer shall. before grantrng an
rmport permlt, lequlre an appllcant to car4 out a nsk assessment
stud] ln lespect ofthe fish to be tmported
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(5) The ChlefFrshenes Officer may ref'use to gmnt an lmport
pemlt llthe fish to be lmported-

( a) presents a danger of degradatr on of natl\ e spec res through
the mflrl\ ofexotrc genes that are less fit, erther by means
ofhybrrdrzatron or hypothetrcall] by gene transfer. or

(b) presents a danger of loss of natlr,e spectes or change ln
specles composltlon through competltlon. predatton and
habrtat degradatron

69. Tampcring $ith equrculturc cst.blishment
(1) Aperson shall not tamper wlth or add an rtem or organtsm

or delete ous substance to an aquaculture estabhshment

(2) A person $ho cottla\,e[es subsechon (1) commrts an
offence and rs hable. on co[vrctloD. to a fine not exceedlng three
thousand currency potnts or to tmpnsonment ilot exceedlng one ) ear.
or both

70. Aquaculturc inputs
(l ) A person who mtends to engage m productron for sale and

dlst butlon or rmportatlon of aquacultue lnputs lncludrng f,sh seed.
aquacultue feeds. aquacultuG fefirlzers. hormones (]1 a[tlbtotlcs
for aquaculture use shall apply to the Chlef Frsherres Officer for
certlficahon

(2) A person shall not produce, dlstrlbute or sell fish seed to
fish farmers urthout a flsh seed producion certdcate rssued b1'the
Chtef Frsherres 01f cer

(3) An appllcatlon under thts sectlon shall be m a manner
prescnbed b, regulatrons

(.1) A person \,ho contravenes thls sectton commtts an
offence and rs hable. on con\ tctron. to a fine not exceedtng flve
thousand currency polnts or to lmprlsonment not exceedlng three
years. or both
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71. Fish fceds pcrmitt.d in aqurculturc
A pelson shall not use lish feeds rn an aquaculture estabhshment that
do not contaln all the nutrents ln the proporttons requlred for optlmum
gro$1h ofthe target fish as prescnbed by regulatrons

72. Approyal ofyctcrin.r] products.nd mcdicinel prem[cs
A person shall not use letennary therapeutrc products and medlcmal
premrres rn fish feeds unless the \etennary therapeutlc products and
medrcmal premrres are approved for use b) the ChrefFrshenes Officer.
rn consultatlon wlth the Commisslonet tesponstble for anlmal health

P{Rr VII-Posr HARVE!r MANAGEMLNT

Ftsh SaJefi und Qualtry'A$uta ce

73. Quelity assurance
(l) Ihe Drrectorate shall be responslble for regulahon and

quahty assuance under thlsAct and shall coordlnate the development.
regulatron and contlol oflish qualrtl'and safet) assurance and control
actr!ltres and programmes

(2) The Dlrectorate shall be the competent authonty onofficral
fish qualrtl control m Uganda

7{. Rcsponsibility for quelit} .ssurancc
A person handlmg or processmg fish. 6sh products or aquaculture
products ls responsrble for ensurrng

(a) comphance wrth thrs Act. regulatlons made under thts Act
and any other apphcable \rfltten law. and

(b) the safety and quaLq of the lish, fish products or
aquaculture products at all tlmes

75. Conditions for qualit, mrnrgcmcnt
(l ) The Chtef Flshenes Ofncer shall ensure that consumets

are supphed $ith safe. \\holesome and unadulterated flsh and fish
products
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(2) The ChlefFrshe.es Ofncer shall plescnbe-

2022

(a) standards for hygrenrc and qualrty productron of fish and
ish products. and

(b) mrrumum standards for safet] and qualtty assuance of
fish and fish products

(3) The Mrnrster may. b) regulatlons. specrfy hlgremc
condrtlons for

(a) fish and fish products.

(b) staff working m fish processmg establlshments"

(c) thaurng offish products.

(d) fteezmg offish products.

(e) fresh 6sh products. and

11) fish maws

(-l) The ChrefFrshenes Office1 shall ensure that the standards
and condlhons prescrlbed underthrs sectlon are apphed throughout the
productron. ha1\'estlng. handlmg. tansportatlon. stomge. processtng
and marketmg offish and fish products

76. Prevention of commercial edultcr.tion
The Chref Frshenes Officer shall establlsh and mamtarn effecttYe
ststems to detect and prevent commerclal adulterahon of fish or fish
products placed on the market ln a m,lnner prescnbed by regulahons

77. Fish markcting
The Chref F1she1les Officer shall. ln collaboratlon wlth other
stakeholders and the private sector. ensure the hygteruc marketrng and
dlstnbutlon offish or f,sh products
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78. Producttnccabilit)
The Chref Frsherres Offcer and ever] drstrrct fishenes off,cer shall
ensure that all steps m the supply cham for each batch or conslgnment
offish. fish products or mw matenal rs clearly labelled and traceable
to the suppller ofthe f,sh. fish products or rar,\ matenal rn the matu1er
prescnbed bY regulahons

79. Export offish end fish products
(1) A person shall not export any fish or fish product from

Uganda &rthout an export permtt and a fish health certlficate rssued by
the Chref Frshenes Offi cer

(2) A person shall not prccess for erport. expot or attempt
to e\port an) fish or fish product unless the fish or fish product rs
processed rn a fish processtng estabhshment appro\,ed tn accordance
wlth thrs Act and regulatrons made under thrs Act

(3) A person shall not export fish or flsh produ.ts that do not
comply rrth the labelling requlrements presqlbed b\, regulatlons and
standards lssued b) the Uganda Natronal Bueau ofStandards

(-l) Permrssrble standards fo1 contamrDants rn fish and fish
ploducts shall be prescnbed b) regulahons

(5) A person rlho contratenes thts sectlon commtts an
offence and rs Lable. on convtctron. to a fine not exceedrng five
thousand currenc) polnts or to lmpnsonment not exceedlng three
) ears. or both

80. Gencral requircments for fish import
(l) A person shall not tmpofi mto Uganda any fish or fish

products \\lthout an lmport pemlt from the Chref Flsherres Officer
and a nsh health certlf,cate from the country ofongm

(2) The lmport permrt referred to m subsectlon (1) shall be ln
the form prescrrbed b1 regulatrons
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(3) All fish and flsh products bemg rmported into Uganda
shall be venfied by a lishenes lnspector at the port ofentry

(.1) \lhere a person lmports fish or fish products. the
transportatron. processrng, packagrng or other manner of handlng of
the fish or fish products shall be ln the manner prescnbed b] regulattons
and shall comply \\rth any condrtrons prescrrbed by the ChrelFrsherres
0f0cer

(5) A pe6on who contravenes thts sectlon commtts an oilence
and rs hable. on convrctron. to a fine not e\ceedrng tu'o thousand five
hundred currencl potnts or to lmpnsonment not exceedmg t\ o years.
or both

81. Food additivcs
(1) A person \\'ho engages rn fishe es actt\,1ty or aquacultue

actrvro shall not be m possesston of food addrtrves wlthout the
oppror,al ofthe ChrefFrshe es Offlcer

(2) Aperson shallnot use permltted food addltti,es ln fish. fish
products or aquaculture products mamounts e\ceedlngthe permtsstble
lerels prescnbed by regulatrons

(3) A person shall not lmport fish. fish products or aquaculture
ploducts contamrng prohrbrted levels of tbod addrtr!es or plohlblted
food addrtrves

(4) A person shall, uhere food addrtl\,es are used m fish, fish
products or aquaculture ploducts. tndrcate m an mdeltble manner on
the paclagrng of the lish. fish products ot aquaculture products the
tlpe and name ofthe lbod addlttves used

(5 ) The use offood addrtrves rn fish and fish products shall be
rn a manner prescnbed b) regulattons

(6) The Mtntster shall. rn makmg regulatrons under thls
sectlon. consult the Uganda Natronal Bueau of Standards and the
Natlonal Drug Authonty
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(7) A person $ho contra\ enes thls sectlon commtts an
oft'ence and rs hable. on convlctlon. to a fine not exceedmg live
thousand curency pornts or to lmpnsonment not exceedlng three
years. or both

82. Inspcction offish .nd fish products for erport.
(l) Aperson shall. before the dtspatch ofabatch or consrgnment

of fish or fish products for erport. notrtj a fisherres mspector tn a
manner prescnbed by regulatlons.

(2) Each batch or conslgnment of fish or fish products for
export shall be rnspected b]' a fishenes lnspector at the fish processlng
establlshment or port oferlt

(3) Aperson who contra\,enes thrs sectton commtts an offence
and rs Lable. on con\rctron. to a flne not exceedrng five thousand
curenc) pomts or to lmprrsotunent not exceedrng three 1ears. or both

83. Approval offish proccssing cstablishment
A person shall. before constuctmg. reconstructmg or adaptmg a fish
plocessl[g establlshment. submrt to the Chref Frshenes Ofhcer. for
approval. the plan of the estabhshment and a hst of ach\rtres to be
carned out at the establshment

8.1. Approrrl ofertisenal fish proccssing f.cility
(l) A person shall not operate an artlsanal fish processrng

facrlrt) urthout a llcence rssued by the Chtef Flshetles Olicer under
thls Act

(2) -{ person shall not handle lish or fish products ln a manner
that compromlses the quallty and safety ofthe fish. rncludrng placrng
flsh or fish products on the bare-ground

(3) All artlsanal fish processors shall confom to the mlmmum
hlglene requlrements prescllbed m the Code of Practlce for Safet]
and Qualrtv Assurance m the Artrsanal Frshenes subsector
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(4) The Chref Frshenes Omcer shall prepare and publsh rn
the Gazette. the Code of Practtce for safety and quaht, assutance ln
the artrsanal fishenes subsector

(5) Aperson \\ho contravenes thrs sectlon commtts an offence
and rs Lable. on convlctton. to a fine not exceedmg one hundred
cunency polrlts or to lmp sonment not exceedtng sl\ months. or
both

85. Lic.nsing offish maw, proccssors and cxportcrs
(1) A person shall not deal m. trade. process or export fish

mals uithout a hcence rssued by the Chref Frshenes Officer tnder
thrs Act

(2) An appllcatlon tbr a hcence under subsectron (1) shall be
m the manner prescnbed by regulatlons

(3) A person hcenced under subsectlon ( I ) shall

(a) comply wlth the requrementsprescnbed mthe regulations.
and

(b) before placrng the fish maws on the market. ensure that fish
maws meet the export and import requremetts spectied
m regulatons

(4) The N{rnrster shall. m consultatlon \\ 1t} reletant
stakeholders. prescnbe b)' regulatrons. condlttons for the storage and
transpodatlon of fi sh maws

(5) A person $ho contralenes thts sectlon commtts an
offence and rs Lable, on con\lctlon. to a fine not exceedtng five
thousand cu1ael1cy pornts ot to lmpnsonment not exceedlng three
\ ears- or both
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86. Approvrl ofice producers for fish industry
The Chref Frshenes OIhcer shall approve producers of rce for the
fishmg mdust4 \\ho meet the condltlons prescnbed m the Manual of
Standard Operatrng Procedures for Frsh and Aquaculture Inspectron
and Quality Assulance rssued by the ChrefFrsherres Officer

87. Liccnscd rcsscls to m.ct hygienic crit.ria
(1) The operatoror o$rerofa vessel orlehtcle hcensed under

thls Act shall meet the requrred hygreruc cntena set out m regulatlons
made under thls Act

(2) A flshenes mspector shall conduct a quarterl] ve flcatlon
of ltcensed r,essels or \ehrcles to ensure contmuous complalce \\rth
the crrtena set out rn regulatons made under thlsAct

(3) The Chref Frshenes Omcel may suspend a lessel or
rehrcle Lcence rvhere standards are not malntamed or where there ls
\'lolatron of the Act. regulatrons made under thls Act and any other
apphcable lau untrl such tlme as 1t can be demonstrated that the i,essel

ls compllant

PaRT VIII ENFI)R(r.N1r-N r

88. Authoris.d officers
(1) For the purposes of thrs Act. the tbllowlng persons are

authorrsed officers

1a) fisherles lnspectors and other omcers ofthe Drrectorate,

(b) local go\emment fishenes omcerc deslgnated. ln \\rltrng,
by the ChrefFrshenes Oticers, and

(c) officers employed rn the Surlelllance Unrt

(2) Notwlthstandrng subsectron ( I ). the ChtefFlshenes Officer
ma). m consultahon $rtb the relevant mmlstn. department or agenc]
of govemment. by statutory mstrument. desrgnate pubhc offrcers as
authorrsed officers
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(3) Authorrsed ofhcers shall hare the same po\\ers as oflicers
ofthe Sunerllance Umt speclfied ln sectlons 16. 17. 18. 19 and 20

Deulmgs ut ilotor l'ehtcles. Fxh and lbssels

89. Sccunty for rclc.sc of y.hicl.s, fishing lcsscls end fishing
gcer
(l) Where a vehrcle. fishrng vessel or fishmg gear ls serzed.

rmpounded or confiscated and the o.iner. operator or hrrer of the
lehrcle. fishlng vessel or fishmg gear rs charged wlth an offence under
thls Act. the o$ner. operator or h1re1 ofthe rehrcle. fishrng vessel or
fishrng gear may apply to court to release the vehicle. fishrng vessel or
fishrng gear

(2) The court ma). on an apphcatton under subsectlon (1).
release the vehrcle. fshlng \essel or lishrng gear on the fumlshmg
of reasonable secu q or the e\ecutron of a reasonable bond b1 the
o\\ ner. operator 01 hl1er

(3) Wheretheo$ner.opentororhtreroftheselzed. rmpounded
or conf,scated lehrcle. fishrng vessel or fishmg gear does not appl)
for the release of the T,ehrcle, flshrng lessel or fishrng gear under
subsectlon (l). the Chtef Flshe es Otncer or an autho sed officer may
apply to a magrstate-

(a) for an o1de1 for the deLrerv of the Iehrcle. fishrng vessel
or fishlng gear to the o\lner. operator or hlrer. or

(b) lfthe owner. operator or hrel ofthe \,ehrcle, fishmg vessel
or fishrng gear caDnot be ascertalned or found. order the
vehrcle. fishmg vessel or fishmg gear to be sold bt auctron
or destoyed

(.1) Where a magrstrate makes an oldei for the sale ofa vehtcle.
lishrng ressel or flshrng gear under subsectton (3). the ChrefFlshenes
Officer shall cause a notrce ofthe lntenhon to sell the vehrcle. fishmg
vessel or fishrng gear b) auchon to be publlshed ln the Gazette and ln
at least one newspaper ofnatlonwlde clrculatlon
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(5) The vehrcle. fishrng vessel or flshrng gear shall be sold by
auctlon nmet) dals after the notlce 1n subsecton (.1)

(6) The proceeds of any sale under subsechon (5) shall be
apphed to

(a) payment ofcosts and charges relatrng to the sale,lncludrng
advertrsement. and

(b) payment of expenses of the removal and stomge of the
rehtcle.6shrng ressel or fishing gear

( 7) Where. after applymg the proceeds ofsale under subsectron
(6). remarns a balance from the proceeds ol sale, the Chtef Frshenes
OtEcer shall pay the balance lnto the Consoldated Fund

90. Disposal ofscizcd fish end other pcrishable fish products
(1) The Chref Frsherres Offlcer ma). where flsh or other

perrshabJe fish product r5 5e1zed under thls Act

(a) release the fish or penshable fish product on obtarnlng
adequate secu q from the person from whom the fish or
penshable fish product rvas sezed.

(b) l\here coufi ploceedlngs haYe been lnstrtuted. sell the flsh
orpenshable fish products and pa) the proceeds lnto court,
or

(L) ln case ofunder srze flsh. desuol the ish

(2) \\&ere the fish 1s of a specres ltsted rn Appendlx I to the
Conventon on lntematlonal Trade tn Endangered Specres of Wrld
Fauna and Flora. the fish shall not be dlsposed ofby ray ofsale

91. Daalings with rrrestad pcrsone, sctz ed vasscls or fishing gear
(1.) A person arested undel this Act shall be bror_rght before

court \rlthout delay and. subject to sectron 89. anlthmg sezed duflng
the arrest shall be produced 1n coud, where practtcable
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(2.) $here a person ls released wlthout berng charged or
\rhere prosecutlon ls not mstttuted wlthm thrt! days affer a person ts
charged, anythmg selzed shall be returned to the person from $hom tt
*as serzed

(3) Where a person rs fined b) a court, anythrng serzed from
that person shall be detamed untll the flne rs pard or sold to meet the
ine or anl proceeds from tts earler drsposal apphed !n patment

92. Abendoncd ressel, vchiclc, fishing gcrr, fsh and fish products
(1) Where an authonsed omcer has reason to beheve that

any fishing vessel. vehrcle. fishrng gear, fish or fish product has been
abandoned for the purpose of aYordtng prosecutlon. he or she shall
apply to court for an order to drspose of the fishrng vessel, \eh1cle.
fishrng gear. flsh or fish product

(2) Where a fishtng \essel. vebrcle. fishrng gea( f,sh or fish
product ls aba[doned, and the authonsed omcer bele\es that an]
person rs hable to be tn\estlgated. searched or arested tn connectton
\!lth the commrsston ofan offence under thrs Act and that person

(a) has absconded to an) place $lthin or outsrde ljganda. or

(b) has concealed hlmself or herself so that he or she cannot
be sealched. arrested or otherulse mveshgated.

the authorrsed omcer may cause an mYesttgatlon to be talen ln
relatlon to lhe area or plemlses and propefiy prevrousl, m possesston.
occupahon or control ofthe suspect

PaRT IX OFFIN(FS. PENArrlrs. FFF\.
FINE5 AND OTHFR CHARGTs

93. Gcncrel offcnces
A person u ho contravenes an) of the terns or condrions of a ltcence
or permlt commrts an offence and ls llable. on coNtchon. to a fine
not erceedmg one thousand currenc, pomts or to tmp sonment not
e\ceed1[g one year. ot both
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9{. Countcrf.iting and simil.r offcnc.s
A person uho

(a) counterfelts. or rssues without authont\,, an] hcence or
pem1t.

(b) submlts false lnformatton m an appltcatlon for a llcence or
permlt.

(c) counteferts. alters. obhterates ordet'aces any stamp. mark.
slgn. hcence oi permlt.

(O knowngly recerves or keeps m hs or her possesslon. an]
fish or fish product acqulled tn contraventlon ofthls Act.

commrts an offence and ls llable. on convlctton. to a fine not erceedlng
one thousand currenc) polnts or to lmpnsonment not e\ceedrng one
) ear. or both

95. F.ls. statem.nts.nd eid.nce of rpplicetion
(1) A person u'ho

(a) matries an) statement whtch he or she kno*s to be false for
the purpose ofprocumg. \\,hether for htmselfor herselfor
any otherpercon. the lssue ofa hcence or permtt underthls
Act. or

1b) falsell represents hlmself or helself to be a person to
$hom a hcence or permlt has been lssued under thlsAct,

commlts an offence and ls hable. on convrctlon. to a fine not exceedlng
one thousand currency pomts or to tmp0sonment llot exceedmg one
year. or both

(21 In any proceedrngs before a court. the fact thal a hcence or
a pemrt has been rssued to a person shall be e\,ldence that the person,
for the purpose of obtammg that ltcence or permrt. made a declamtron
that he or she \\,as not drsqualfied from holdrng or obtammg the licence
or pernlt
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96, Prohibitcd fishing m.thods .nd fishing gerr
(1) A person commlts an offence $ho-
(a) uses an) er.plosrve. flre-arm. any detrce capable of

produclng an elect c curent, porson, rncludrng porson
made from a natural substance 01 other noxtous substance
for k llng, stummg, dtsablng or catchtng fish.

(b) uses any fishrng method or fishrng gear prescnbed as
unlauful-

(c) carnes anythrng refened to m paragraph (a) or (b) rn
c[cumstances that rndlcate an mtenilon to use tt- or

(d) Iands. sells. recer\es, transpofis ot 1s lbund rn possesston
offish. Lnourng or havmg good cause to know lt to ha\e
been taLen usrng a method refened to in paragraph (a)

(l) A person r,ho commrts an offence urder subsecion (1)
(a) rs llable. on convlctlon. to lmpnsonment not exceedlng eight ) ears
$rthout the optlon ofa flne

(3) A person \\'ho commlts an offence under subsectlon (1)
(b). (c) or (d), rs hable. on con\'lctlon, to a flne not erceedrng one
thousand currenc, polnts or to rmprsonment not e\ceedtng one yea1.
or both

(4) Subse.nons ( 1 Xa)and (b) do not apply to the use ofprohlbrted
fishmg methods or gear for purposes of research rn accotdance *lth
thrs Act

(5) The onus rs on the person found urth anythlng refened to
rn subsectron 1(a) or (b) to proYe that he or she was not lntendmg to
use rt

(6) An) person $ho

(a) manufactures, stocks or sells prohrbtted fishmg gear.
mcludrng nets $1th prohtbrted mesh stzes. or
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1b) sells erplosrres or substances Lnowrng or halrng good
cause to know that they are hkely to be used for rllegal lishrng.

commlts an offence and rs llable. on convlctlon. to a fine not exceedlng
fire thousand currency polnts or to lmpnsonment not exceedlng three
years. or both

97 IInd.rsiz. fish
(i ) A person who-

(a) m lishrng waters, captues or Ltlls any fish whrch rs
undersrze. or

(b) buys. sells, erposes for sale or ls m possessron of an]
undersrze fish taken fiom an)' nshmg \ aters.

commlts an offence and rs hable. on convtctron. to a fine not erceedmg
one thousand currenc] polnts or to lmpnsonment not exceedmg three

) ears. or both

(2) In addrtlon to an) penalty lmposed under subsectton ( 1).
court ma) order the person to make good any loss occasloned b]
pa)mg to coult an amount equl\,alent to the value for the underslze
fish rn questlon at the rate of pemltted s1ze

98. Pollution
A person rvho

(a) drsturbs, mjures. porsons. krlls or detflmentall] affects an)
fish. fish sparmng ground. rncludrng an1 aquatlc plant or
ammal or fish food rn any part of the lishmg waters. b)
castrng, dlscharglng or allowrng to fall. flow or percolate
lnto those uatem. o1l. chlorlnated hr drocarbon. btocrde.
pestlclde. to\lc or an) othel hazardous substance. hea!)
metal or other matenal or rubbrsh or
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(b) places an1 pollutants ln a place \rhere. by natural means.
they can be washed rnto or other$lse reach the fishmg
$ate1s or any $ater body.

commlts an offence and rs hable. on con',lctlon. to a fine not exceedlng
ten thousa[d currency points or to tmpnsonment not exceedtng five
years. or both

99. Offcnccs r.lating to .uthoriscd offcers
A person who

(a) farls to compl), \uth a lawful order lssued bt an autho sed
omcer rn acco,dance \rIh lhlsAcl-

(b) refuses an authonsed officer entr] upon an) land, water.
premrses, facthty. vehtcle or vessel whrch he or she rs
empoweled to enter by thts Act.

(c) obstructs. rntlmldates. molests. hrnders or utlf'ull1 delal s

an authonsed officer ln the exelclse or performance ofhts
01 her powers and functlons under thls Act.

(d) refuses an authorsed omcer access to records. lncludlng
electromc lecords. kept ln accoldance utth thts Act.

(e) kno\ rngl) or neghgently mrsleads or gl\es l\rongful or
false lnfomatlon to an authonsed omcer under thrs Act.

(1) knoumgly makes a statement or produces a document
that ls false or mlsleadtng rn a matenal partrcular to an
authonsed officer engaged rn carn mg out hrs or her dutres
and functrons under thls Act.

(g) falls to ptoduce anlthrng requ[ed to be produced under
thrs Act.

(h) refuses (]1 reslsts a la$ful search or mspectton. or
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0) 1) s to state or $rongl]' states hts or her name or address
to an autho sed ofncer rn the course ofhts or her dutres
under thrs Act,

commrts an ollence and ls hable. on cont,lchon, to af,ne not e\ceedmg
one thousand culrenc) pomts or to rmprlsonment not exceedrng one

) ear. or both

100. Impcrsonation of authoriscd officer,
Apercon. not bemg an authonsed olnceroremplo] ee ofthe Dlrectorate.
rho takes or assumes the name. deslgnatton. character or appeara[ce
ofan authonsed officer or employee of the Drrectorate for the purpose
of-

(a) obtarnlng admrsslon to an) premlses.

(b) domg or causug to be done an) act uhrch he or she ts not
entrtled to do- or

(c) dolng anv unla$ful act.

commrts an offence and rs hable. on conYrctton. to a line not exceedlng
three thousand curlellcy polnts or to lmp sonment not exceedmg tNo
yeas or both. rn addrtion to an] other punrshment to \ htch he or she
ma] be hable for the commlsslon ofan] offence under thls Act

101. P.n.ltl for rlolating fish qu.lity standards
A person u'ho fals to comply u rth the fish quaht] standards prescrlbed
under thrs Act. commrts an otlence and rs hable- on conrrctron-

(a) lbr supply of fish to a fish processrng estabhshment for
the e\port market. to a fine not e\ceedlng t\ o thousand
cuffency pornts or lmpnsonment not e\ceedtng one year.
or both for a first offence and a subsequent offence. a
flne not e\ceedlng tt[ee thousand curency polnts ot to
lmpnsonment not exceedl[g t\\o ]ears. or both.
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(b) for supply of fish to the domestlc market. to a fine not
e\ceedmg t$o hundred curency points or to lmpnsonment
not exceedrng sl\ months. or both. and

(c) for an e\pofter. ln case ofa flrst offence, to a flne not
e\ceedmg fi\ e thousand ctmency polnts orto rmp sonment
not exceedrng three years. or both and. m addltton. the
court shall order the revocatlon ofthe expofi llcence

102. Unlawful scizurc
A percon \\ho

(a) ta[.es, or causes 01 pernlts to be taken. anythmg selzed
under thrs Act otherwlse than ln accordance $1th thrs Act-

(b) breaks, destroys or throus orerboard from an)' facrlrt).
arcra{l. vessel or Yehlcle. anythlng for the purpose of
preventlng lts sezure or for the purpose of pre\ entmg lt
from bemg secured afte1 1t has been serzed. or

(c) destro) s or damages anlthrng that 1s selzed under thls Act
othelwlse than rn cfcunstances pro!tded for m thlsAct or
regulatloN made under thls Act.

commlts an offence and rs hable" on convtctton. to a fine not
e\ceedl[g three thousand curency polnts or to tmpnsonment not
e\ceedlng one ,ear. or both

103. Rcmoving or defacrng scel
A person who

(a) remoYes a seal of the Dtrectorate fiom any premrses.
faclllty or package $lthout the authonlv of an authorlled
otncer. or
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(b) $rllfulb alters. defaces. oblrterates or lmltates. an]'mark
placed b1 an authorrsed officer on any premrses. facrl,ty or
pacLage.

commrts an offence and 1s llable, on convlctlon. to a fine notexceedlng
one thousand currency polnts or to lmp sonment not exceedmg one
year. or both

10.1. Alcrting offcndcr
A person who. wlth lntent to obstruct an authollsed ofncer or an
employee ofthe Dfectorate rn the executlon ofhrs or her duty. alerts.
or does any act for the purpose ofalertrng any person engaged rn the
commrssron ofan offence under thrsAct, u hether ornot that person 1s

m a posltlon to take advantage Ofsuch alert or act. commlts an offence
and rs hable. on convtctton. to a f,ne not e\ceedmg one thousand
currency polnts or to rmpnsonment not e\ceedrng one year. or both

105. Conspirecl to commit.n offcnce
A person uho consprres $rth another person to contravene an) ofthe
proYrslons ofthrs Act commlts an offence and ls l1able. on conYtctlon.
to a fine not e\ceedrng one thousand curenc) potnts or to lmpltsonment
not c\ceedlng one year. or both

106, Continuing or subsequcnt offcnc.s
(1) A person \ho contrnues to contravene an] ofthe provlsrons

ofthrsAct or regulatons made undertheActs commlts an offence and
rs hable to an addrtronal penalt]-

(a) ln the case of an rndtudual. of a fine not exceedtng one
thousand curency poll1ts for each day on $hrch the
offence contrnues- or

(b) ln the case of a body corporate, to a frne not erceedlng
ten thousand curenc, pomts for each day on whrch the
olfence contlnues
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(2) A person \iho commlts a second or subsequent offence rs
hable to pay an add:tronal penalty-

(a) m the case of an lndtvrdual. to a fine not exceedmg fiS'
thousand curency polnts or lmprlsonment not e\ceedmg
ten years. or both, and

(b) m the case ofa bod] corporate. to a fine not exceedmg one
hundred thousand curenc) pomts

107. Gcncral penalt)
A person rho contralenes any prc\,1slon of thls Act for rvhtch no
penalty rs specrfically provrded, commrts an offence and rs llable. on
con\ rctron

(a) rn the case ofan rndrlrdual. to a fine not exceedlng one
thousand currency pornts 01 to lmp sonment not exceedmg
seven years. or both. and

(b) rn the case ofa bod), corporate. to a fine not e\ceedrng ten
thousand cunency pornts

108. Powcr ofcourt to confiscate end ordcr forfciture
(l ) The court whrch convrcts a person ofan ofl'ence under thts

Act ma) order the forferture of

(a) an) lish or fish product tn lespect of \\ hlch the offence was
comml ed or.trhlch \,\'as found in the person's possesston
or hrs or her agenl's poslesston. or

(b) any rehrcle. vessel or other conYe)'ance- machmery. goods
or equlpment. fishmg gear rmplement. appl1ance. matenal.
contalner. r\,eapon or other thrng uhrch ras used to commrt
the offence or rhrch was capable ofberng used to take fish
or fish products found m hls or her possesston and used ln
respect ofthe conmlsslon ofthe offence
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(2) Ary fish or fish product lbrfelted under subsectron (l)
shall. unless otherwse ordered by the court. be destroyed. sold or
otherurse drsposed ofas the court may detemlne

109. Powcr ofcourt to ordcr compcnsrtion
The court may. where a person rs con\,lcted of an offence under thts
Act, order the person to

(a) pay to the Gorertunent, ln addltlon to any penaltl rmposed
by the court tbr the offence. an amount of compensahon
fo1 that loss or damage not exceedrng five trmes the r,alue
ofthe fish- or

(b) pay up to ten trmes the amount of any fees or other
payment $hlch. had the act constttutmg the offence been
authonsed. would hare been payable ln tespect of the
authonsed act

110. Off.nccs committ.d by body corpor.t.
(l ) Where an offence commrtted b1 abodl corporale under thr s

Act rs proved to have been commltted wlth the consent or connr.vance
o1'. 01 to be attnbutable to an] neglect on the part ofa dfector. ma[ager.
secretao 01 other slmllar omcer ofthe bod) corponte or an) person
who \\as purportlng to act tn an) such capactq. he ot she. as *eli as
the bod) corporate. conmrts that offence

(2) A pelson \\ho commlts an oflence under subsechon (1) ts
llable. on conuchon. to a fine or to lmpnsonment presc bed b)' the
rele\'ailt sectlon

lll. Dcprivatlon of mon.trry benefits
A couft convlctlng a person ofan ofl'ence under thlsAct ma) summanl!
and \rlthout pleadmgs. mqulre lnto the mone) bellefit acqulred or
saved by the person as a result ofthe commrssron of the offence and
may. rn addrtron to an) other penalty lmposed, rmpose a fine equal to
the court's estrmatron of that monetary benelit. not\\,lthstandtng any
maxrmum penalty provtded under thls Act
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112. Cancelletion oflicenccs rnd pcrmits b] court
The court ma). on convlctmg a person gtanted a ltcence or pemtt of
an ollence under thrs Act

(a) order that the llcence or permlt be cancelled. or

(b) dlsquaLi'that pelson from obtammg a hcence or penntt
for a perrod as the cout thlnks fit

113. Furtbcr powers of court
A court, on conr,rctrng any peNon for an offence under thls Act, ma)
order that person. wlthm a trme speclfied mthe order. to do any act that
the person had falled. refused or neglected to do

I l.l. Express pcn.ltics
(l) The Mlrllster ma1, by regulatrons. plescnbe an exprcss

penalty scheme fo1 contnlentlon ofany pro\,lslon of ths Act

(2) For the a\,ordance ofdoubt. an express penalt) prescnbed
under subsectlon (1) shall be depostted mto the Consoltdated Fund

PARr X NIrsaElr ANr.()lrs

ll5. Cooperrtion in fisherics mrn.gem.nt
( 1) The Mmlster shall estabhsh mecharusms for collaboratlon

wrth the reglonal and lntematlonal communtty to co[tnbute to\\,ards
a peaceful. healthrer and better global fishenes management lor the
present and 1'uture genelatlons

(2) The Mmtster Inay. sublect to the Constitutron. collaborate
wrth the Mmlstr) responslble for forelgn atlalrs, sector mmlstnes and
agencres. to mltlate. cooldmate and lmplement transboundary fishenes
resources management ptogrammes ulth other counnles

(3) Wrthout preJudlce to subsectlon (2), the Mmlster ma].
on the lecommendatlon of the Chtef Ftshenes Oflicer. estahhsh a



Act Ftshenet ontl -lquuculture Act 2022

nahonal focal pornt for the coordlnated lmplementatlon of multllateml
envfonmental agreements to enable effectwe preparatlon for
negotlatlons. repoflrng, feedback and natronal rmplementatlon

116. R.s..rch end treining
The Mrnlster. rn consultatron \lrth relelant research and trarrung
rnstltuhons. stakeholdeB and local governments-

(a) ma) carr] out or colIllmsslon research for the pulpose
of conservatron, development and utlllsatlon of fishenes
resources. and for the consen'atron of brologrcal dl\elsrt)
tesources. and

(b) shall ensure the trammg of offrcers of the Dlrectorate.
authollsed omcers and other pubhc officers and
stakeholders for the development and sustamable
management of fi shenes resources

117. Information
(1) The ChlefFlshenes OlTicer ma) requlre an appllcant tb1 a

Lcence or a permrt to prol rde hrm or her rrth lnformatron concemlng
any actrvrt) relatmg to the Lcence or permlt applred for under thrs Act
as he or she ma] deem necessarl

(2) The Chref Flshenes Officer may requre commerclal
flshers. persons engaged m aquaculture. whether under a permlt or not.
fish uholesalers and retaders. fish processors. fish transporters. and
o\nners olcate ng establlshments or lish lmporterc to male retums of
fish caught, landed. transported. processed. bought or sold b] them

118. Manegcmcnt of firhcrics informction
(1) The ChrefFlsherres Olllcer shall

(a) gathel. document. e\ aluate and dlssemmate rnfolmahon
on fishenes resources-
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(b) carry out publlc educatlon and awareness on fishenes
resoutces

(c.) foster rnfomatlon erchange on fishenes rrth other
mmrstnes. departments. agencres of govemment. lbrergn
agencies, mtematronal and nongovemmental agencres.

(d) coordmate and support local govemments 1n the
management of fi she es mformalon.

(e) advrse Go\emment on fishe es mtbtmatlon gaps and
needs.

(1) lssue gurdellnes and estabhsh pnncrples for the gathenng.
documentahon. evaluatlon and dtssemlnatlon of lishenes
lnfomatlon, and

(g) requrre a local govemment or an) person to submtt
f,shenes mformatron to the ChtefFrshenes Officer

(l) The Chlef Frshenes Officer shall establsh a natronal
fi shenes rnformahonresource centrcto standaldlselishenes tnfomatlon
and to act as the central deposltoq lbr fisherres rnformatron

(3) The Chref Frshenes Officer ma] pubhsh anl fisherres
lnformatron as he or she consrders necessary lb1 publtc educattrrn and

119, Acccs! to information
(1) SubJect to artcle.l1 of the Constttutton and the Access

to Informatron Act. 2005. every cttzen has a nght of access to an)'
rnfomatlon relatrng to the lmplementahon ofthtsAct, submrtted to or
1n the possessron of the Dtrectorate. a local gol,emment ot an) other
lelevant stakeholder

(2) A crtlzen desrnng mformatron under subsectron (l) shall
appl) to the ChrefFlshenes OIIicer and shall be glanted access to the
mtbrmatron on the payment ofthe prescnbed fee
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120. R.gulations
(1) The Mmlstel ma), rn consultatron with the relevant

stakeholders. b] statutory rnstrument. make regulatlons generall) for
the better carrylng out ofthe purposes ofthrs Act

(2) Wrthout preludlce to the generahty of subsectlon (1). the
N{rnrster may maLe regulatons mrespect of any or all ofthe folloung
matters

(a) the establishment. management and closure of fishrng
actrvrt,es at the landmg sltes.

(b) measures to protect wetlands and fish breedmg grounds
from damage caused by specrlic lishlng methods. the
control and prohlbltlon of methods of fi shrng and protectton
offish stock and habltats from the effects ofpolluhon or
liom the effects ofmeasures taken to ehmmate ol control
pollutlon.

(c) the conservatlon. sustalnable management or utlllsatlon
and protectron of flshenes lesoulces. mcludrng the
establ,shment ofclosed areas and the declarahon ofclosed
seasons. the prescnphon of the hmrts on the amounts.
slzes and \ erghts oftsh caught, retamed or tladed,

(d) methods offishmg,

(e) the procedure for applcatron for hcences and permrts

(1) the marketmg. purchase sale. processrng. cannmg 01

freeang of fish. either generally or rn respect of an)
parlcular area ol areas,

(g) flsh culture, aquatrc pests and $eed. fish farmmg and fish
breedrng.
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(h) the ertracton. handlng. processrng. tansportatron and
marketmg offish maus.

(r) the lmportatron. exportatlon and manufacture of fishmg
gear.

0) ltmrtrng the numbers of Lcences and pemlts. \\hether
generally or specrficall1.

(k) fees or charges payable under thrs Act. rncludrng landrng
slte user fees.

0) clostng an area or aleas to rommerclal fishmg. or
prohrbrtrng a method or methods of contmerclal fishrng
.,lrthrn an area or areas. for the purpose of sustamable
management o[ 6shenes resources.

(m) recleatlonal and local fishmg, mcludrng restrtcttons on the
amount offish that ma1 be caught.

(n) the restocklng ofuater bodres.

(o) the mtroductton ofalten and e\otlc specres and regulatmg
the lmport and export of llve freshwater or marrne fish
al1d fr] and theu spa\an. an) other aquatlc organlsms and
aquatlc plants,

(p) aquaculture and fish breedrng. mcludmg the rssue by the
Chref Frshenes Officer of gutdeltnes. rnstuctrons and
codes of pmchce for the malntenance and operatlon of
aquaculture facihtles.

(q) the control ofdlseases offish. rncludrng the destructlon of
any Lve fish stock rn aquaculture facthhes.
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(r) the handhng. sale. transport. storage. treatment. processmg
and labelmg offish and fish products to promote the value
offish and fish products. and to mlnlmlse or prevent nsls
to human health.

(s) prescnbrng speclficatlons for fish processtng
establlshments. cold rooms. lce plants. fish transportatlon
vehrcles. boats and landrng srtes.

0) hght fishmg and the type of Lght fishrng per water body.

(u) equrtable sha ng offishenes resources,

(v) presc blng the standards for boats and boat stze per &ater
body.

(u) prescnbrng the number ofboats per person or company

(\) presc.lbmg the number of nets per boat,

() ) ple\cnbrng the Ope offishrng gear per rvater body.

(z) balt fishlng. tEnsportatlon and storage ofbalt.

(aa) the gazettrng ofclosed seasons and fish breedmg areas,

(bb) the management of fish processtng establlshments and
artlsanal fish processrng faclhtles to prepare and lmplement
quallty management programmes and oun checks.

(cc) monltonng qualrty management progtammes and
appLcatron of Hazard Analysrs and C tlcal Control Pornt
(HACCP).

(dd) the performrng of mtcrobtologrcal and chemtcal and
physrcal analyses on fish and fish products before they are
released for human consumptlon.
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(ee) certlilng the quaht] of fsh and fish products through
rssuance of sanltarv cefilficate before the) are placed on
the market.

(D prescrrbrng the manner m rhrch fish and fish products
placed on the marlet shall be labelled.

(gg) prescnblng omamental nsh

(hh) prohrbltmg or regulatrng trade rn fish or fish products,

(n) establlshmg a traceabrht) system offish and fish products
at an]' stage,

0J) the methods. equrpment. and derrces to be used for
determlnmg the srze or uerght ofanr fish and regulatmg
or prohlbrtrng the possessron or use of an1 krnd of fishrng
gear. equlpment. or de!1ce used for. or related to, fishlng.

(kk) plescribrng undercrze fish and regulatlng or prohlbrtmg the
catchrng ofundersrze fish. erther generally or ln respect of
an1 specres ofish or speclfled area,

(ll) permrtted by-catch or non-target fish specles.

(mm.)the notlf,catron of drseases dangerous to fish and the
measules to be talen to control or eradtcate the nohfied
drseases.

(nn) prescnbrng detalls and condltlons relatrng to the
reglstratlon of fishmg \essels and fish carners and
related matters. the method or methods of ldentlttng
fishlng lessels and lish camels. the ldenhficahon marks
or symbols or dlstmgulshmg flags to be carrred by such
ressels and b)' tenders and srmrlar vessels carned by or
attached to or used m conJunctlon \rlth reglstercd vessels.
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and the ldentrfcatron marks on salls. nets or setnes, and
other fishlng gear used m lishrng. b)'r,essels or othe^ lse.

(oo) spec1f]1ng mfomatron concemrng fishenes achvlttes to
be provrded to the Chref Flshenes Omcer and the form.
format and frequency wthm whrch the mfomahon !s to
be submrfted-

(pp) prescnblng forms and other documents requred for the
purposes ofthrs Act. and

(qq) prescnblng the form and contents of regrsters to be [.ept
undel thts Act

(3) Regulatrons made underthrs sectron nlay appl) to all$'ater
bodres rn Uganda. a smgle lake. \\ ater bodt or part of a $ater body

(.1) Regulatrons made under thls secttonmay. m respect ofan)
contra\entron-

(a) proude for addrtronal enforcement po\\ers of authoused
officers

(b) pro\,lde for the fo11'elture of anythrng used tn the
commlsslon of an offence-

(c) prescnbe a penaltl' of a fine not e\ceedlng one thousand
curenc) polnts or rmpnsonment not exceedmg thtee
yea1s. or both.

(d) m the case of a contlnulng contraventlon. prescrrbe an
addrttonal penalty not exceedmg fiTe hundred currency
pornts ln respect of each day on rhrch the offence
conttnues. ot

(e) prescrrbe a hrgher penaltl not exceedlng t\ao thousand
currency polnts or tmpnsonment not exceedlng ten
)ears or both rn lespect of a second or subsequent
contraventlon
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(5) The N{lnlster shall lay the regulatrons made under
subsecrron (lxd). (h). (n). (t). (\r, (w). (x). (y). (z) and (aa) before
Parhament for appro\,al

(6) Regulatrons lard before Parllament under subsechon (5)
shall be approYed by Parllament $lthln sNty days from the date of
lal rng

(7) Where ParlEment does not approve the regulatlons &1thm
the penod prescnbed under subsechon (6). the regulattons shall be
deemed to hare been approved

121. Guidclin.s
The ChrefFrsherres Oftrcer may rssue gurdellnes and codes ofpmctlce
relatmg to fishenes and fisherres management not lneonslstent \rtth
thrs Act and regulations made under thts Act

122. Amcndmcnt of Schedule
The Mrnrster may. by statutory rnstrument wtth the approval of
Cabrnet. amend the Schedule to thls Act

P,\RT Xl R!pL{l. S vnrcs qrro TnaNsrrrorlr

123. Repeal ofCrp. 197 .nd Cap. 199
(1) The Frsh Act rs repealed

(2) The Trout Protectron Act ts lepealed

(3) A statutoq' rnstrument made under anv oftheActs repealed
b) subsectron (1 ) and (2). and nhrch rs rn force lmmedutely before the
commencement ofthls Act, shall. unless a contlary mtentton appears.
remarn rn force. so far as lt rs not rnconslstent wlth thrs Act untll lt ls
re\oked b) regulatlons made under thlsAct and. untll that revocatton.
shall be deemed to have been made under thrs Act
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124. Existing licences, p.rmits add .grccmcnts
(1) A hcence or pemrt rssued under the Flsh Act lepealed

by seclon 123, and whrch ls ln force rnnedlatel) before the
commencement of thts Act

(a) shall have effect from the commencement ofthts Act as rf
granted under thls Act, and

(b) ln the case ofhcence or permlt for a specrfied penod, shall
remarn rn force. subject to thrs Act. for so much of that
perrod as falls after the comnencement ofthrs Act

(2) An) agreement or slmllar arrangement made under any of
theActsrcpealed by sectron 123 shall contrnue tn tbrce untrltermrnated
rn accordance wlth the tems and condltlons of the asreement or
arangement
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SCHEDIII,I:

CURRENCYPOINT

One currencl pornt rs equrvalent to t$enty thousand shtlltngs

2022
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Cross Rcfcrcnccs

Access to lnfomatron Act. 2005. Act 6 of2005
Cnmmal Procedure Code Act, Cap 116
Flsh Act, Cap 197
Inland Water Transport Act. 2021. Act 18 of202l
Local Go\,emments Act. Cap 243
Maglstates Couls Act. Cap 16

Nahonal Agncultural Adlrso4 Servrces Act. 2001, Act l0 of 2001
NahonalAg cultural Research Act.2005. Act l9of2005
Natlonal Envfonment Act. 2019. Act 5 of2019
Ratlficatlon ofTreatres Act. Cap 204
Tratic and Road Safety Act 1998. Cap 361
Trout Protectron Act, Cap 199
Unlversltres and Other Tertlary Inshtutlons Act. 2001. Act 7 of 2001
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