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STATEMENT BY SHADOW MINISTER ON COMPULSORY
INSTALLATION OF ELECTRONIC TRACKING DEVICES
ON MOTOR VEHICLES AND CYCLES

Moved under Rule 25(2l'(l) of the Rules of Procedure

By
Kiwonuko Abdolloh (MP)

Mukono North
Shodow Minister for lnternol Affoirs
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During his oddress to Porliomenl on lSrh June 2018, Presidenl Museveni
informed lhe counlry lhol electronic number plotes were to be fixed onlo
every vehicle ond molorcycle. The eleclronic number ploles were lo be
conlrolled of o centrol monitoring system. lt wos odvonced lhol electronic
plotes would bolster security porticulorly monogement of crime scenes.

On Sfh Augusl 2021 , Porlioment wos informed by lhe Minister of Securily thol o
Russion firm wos identified ond controcted lo implemenl the instollotion of
electronic trocking devices on motor vehicles ond cycles. The controct wos
preceded by o Memorondum of Underslonding thol wos signed between
Government of Ugondo ond Russion firm, Joinl Stock Compony Globol
Security on l9rn Morch 2021.

Ordinorily every intervenlion inlended ol improving securily in the country is

welcome. However, this porliculor project ond its subsequent controct roises
legol, foirness, privocy ond doto protection legol concerns.

Nolure of Conhoct

During o press briefing of the Medio Centre, the Minister of Security informed
the country thot Joinl Stock Compony Globol Security wos controcted os o
Public Privote Porlnership (PPP). The compony wos controcted for l0 yeors
under o Build, Operote ond Tronsfer orrongement.

ll is imperotive to note thol PPPs hove on enobling legol fromework thot
eloborotes how they ore to be procured. Section 2l ond 22 of the Public
Privote Portnership Act of 2015 requires lhot before o PPP project is conlrocted,
it should be preceded by preliminory economic cost benefit onolysis,
registrotion wilh the PPP Unit ond feosibility study. Seclion 3l - 36 of the Act
olso specifies procurement rules ond melhods.

Bosed on the President's directive lo lhe Minister of Security issued on l3rh June
2021,|he Joint Stock Compony Globol Security presented unsolicited proposol
lo government. Seclion 34 of the Public Privote Portnership Act provides o
criterio ond process of how the unsolicited proposol should hove been
hondled. The crilerio consists of olignment to Nolionol Development Plon,
feosibility, innovotiveness ond cost effectiveness. ln the event the proposol hos
been successfully evoluoted, Section 34(6) demonds lhot it should be
subjected to competitive bidding procedure. When the proponent of the
proposol is not successful, Seclion 34,7l. provides for compensotion for the
proprietory interests. Therefore, the Presidenliol direclive not to consider ony
other interested bidder is unlowful for it did not permit compelitive bidding.

Enobllng Legol Fromework

The Troffic ond Rood Sofety (Vehicle Regislrotion, Licensing ond Third Porty
vide for instollotion of electroniclnsuronce) Regulolions do not pro
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devices on lronsportotion equipmenl. They provide for colour, chorocters,
shope, moterriol ond plocement of plotes. Hence there is no enobling legol
provisions foriinslollolion of lrocking devices on tronsportotion equipment.

I

lnslollolion Costs
I

I

The Minister lindicoted thot owners ore expecled to fool the bills of lhe
inslollotion gf plole replocements on olreody regislered vehicles ond
motorcycles fot the government thot hos initioted lhe project. ll is only foir thol
owners beor the plole cost of lhe registrolion of new tronsport equipment while
government ifoots the bill of plole replocement for olreody registered lronsport
equipment. I

I

lnlrusion of rlivocy
I

Worryingly, the project is likely to diminish privocy of users of vehicles, ond
molorcycles[odornefl with eleclronic ploles in disguise of notionol security. The
trocking funclion of the plotes would violole Arlicle 27 of the Constitution of
the RepubliC of Ugondo porticulorly locotion privocy of o person.

I

The eleclroriic plote project not only infringes locotion privocy but olso life
profiles of pdople. For instonce, visits to o hospitol will reveol thol you ore ill or
hove o potiSnt while visils to offices of politicol orgonizotion moy reveol your
politicoloffilblions. Therefore, locotion lrocking reveols portroit of on individuol
including relot ions, preferences ond personol oils omong olhers. Such
tnformolion IS cotegorized os speciol personol dolo thot ony public body is

deterred frofn collecting or processing for il violotes Section 9(l ) of lhe Doto
Protection o Privocy Acl.

Through lhe entrol monitoring system of the electronic plotes, hisloricol ond
reol time re
project will

ords of o torget would be exlrocted by o public body. Hence the
ote government stolking withoul due regord to privocy of the

users of otion equipmenl. Precedence wos olreody set thol required
monitoring ems or centres to hove on enobling legol fromework. For
instonce,

I

the
commu
Communic ions Act.

More still, 'e trocking will not be limited to public spoces but exlends into
homes porliculorly when vehicles ond motorcycles ore
effect unreosonobly leod lo extroction of informotion within
without o worront or court order. Given post octs of security

.t
ogencies esbeciolly curloiling movements of opposition leoders, the project is

people's privole
porked. fnisiwitt in
home bounbories

monitoring centre thol focililotes interception of
s wos provided for under lhe Regulotion of lnterception of

it 'moy be purposed of curloiling dissenting opinions ogoinstsuspicious
governme

for
ni.
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a

Although it nioy be orgued thot governmenl moy be justified lo lrock o vehicle

Dolo

There ore
hos been

issues regording dolo storoge ond occess. In the recenl post, il
thol Police hos mysteriously lost CCTV footoge. This is on

indicotion thbt there ore gops in security of doto for it con end up in honds of
third porties.lwrong elemenis in the securily circles moy use their privileges to
illegolly retrieve doto with lhe intention of undertoking horming tosks or
horrendous dcls.

I

Conclusion I

I

ln regord of oll these legol, foirness, privocy, doto protection ond legol

trocking

lbeg lo

on motor vehicles ond motorcycles.

Kiwonuko
Mukono No h
Shodow Mi ster for lnlernol Affoirs
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voluntory t is not required, there should be o lowful well-defined
procedure occessing it.

concerns, it iS not surprising thot the project hos lriggered debote ond concern
in the pubrb. This subsequently prompted o personol stotement from lhe
Minister ble for security dissocioting himself from the project's due
diligence

It would be prudent lhot the Minister for Security briefs Porlioment
ond


