
THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

PETITION

(Rule 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the Parliament of the Republic of Uganda)

To:

The Parliament of Uganda

The HUMBLE PETITION of Matongo Lost Land Recovery Families

Organization presented on their behalf by Hon. GAFABUSA RICHARD

MUHUMUZA- BWAMBA COUNTY BUNDIBUGYO DISTRICT.

SHOWETH AND STATES THAT:-

1, The subject matter of the petition regards forceful eviction of

communities in Bundibugyo district by the Government of Uganda;

2. lt/atongo Lost Land Recovery Families Organization is a company

registered under the laws of Uganda, formed by 2,618 heads of

households from several clans of Baamba and Babwisi communities

from Bundibugyo District in western Uganda, originally from the villages

of Nkalala, Bukondo, Ntosa, Lumbulumbu, Bombolo, Mambilo, Nkasele,

Ntuuma, Kijanjabha, Bhugyambila, Mbiika, Mamilimili, Saara, Tokuwe-

lute, Mujubha, Kakosiya, Makikabho, Mandako, Kondinduru, Kananiga,

Gghutwalibho, Kahu, lute, Kakudhea, Kanyamusene, Makghulukghulu,

kubhongomiya, Hamukole and manjughuja covering approximately 125

square miles of land that constitute part of the now, Semuliki National

Park.
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3. Your humble Petitioners aver that:-
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a)The petitioners through their clans and that of their great

grandparents, their grandparents and their parents occupied the

claimed land, before it was gazetted as a forest reserve in 1920 and

a national park in 1993;

b) The said land was covering the area from Saara stream to river

Semuliki through river Lamia on the boarder of Democratic republic

of Congo with Uganda in the west and also boarder Kisubba, Tokwe

and Bubukwanga Sub Counties within Bwamba County and is their

ancestral land in which they had lived even before independence;

c)The petitioners were first evicted by the British Government in 1920

allegedly due to an outbreak of an epidemic of sleeping sickness that

had infested the area and after this that the land was gazzetted as

Forest Reserve;

d) The second eviction was by the Government of Uganda in 1983 but

the purpose of the eviction was never disclosed and no plans for

resettlement or compensation were made forcing some of them into

exile in the Democratic Republic of Congo to date;

e)The people who stayed in the country are surviving on handouts from

their neighboring communities where they were and are still being

helped out;
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f) The petitioners embarked on the struggle to reclaim their ancestral

land through several engagements as follows;

i. ln 1953, when grandparents of the petitioners appealed to

Governor Cohen who listened to their complaint and

degazzeted Saara Humya in Bubukwanga Sub County and

Saira Butoogho in Kisubba Sub County;

ii. ln 1972, when the Government of President ldd Amin Dada

degazetted the land and allowed the owners to go back to

their ancestral land;

iii. Some of the claimants under the Banyamwera united clan by

letters dated sth May 2O1O and reminder dated 25th NIay 2012,

wrote to the president of the Republic of Uganda seeking

audience with him for further explanation about their claim;

iv. The Banyamwera united clan by a letter dated 27th March 2013

also wrote to the Minister for Presidency, notifying him of the

several petitions made to the President and by letter dated

26th Feb 2013, wrote to the Member of Parliament for Bwamba

county, woman Member of Parliament, Bundibugyo district

and the Chairperson LCV Bundibugyo district reminding them

to help with following up their claim for their ancestral land;

v. The claimants then organized themselves and constituted

themselves into a bigger group representing all the seven

affected clans that were evicted called Matongo Lost Land
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Recovery Families Organization, who regrouped and started

the struggle to claim their ancestral land;

vi. Since 2017 the organisation have also written several letters

and also held several meetings with different authorities in

government and various stake holders about their claim but

still in vain.

g)During the forceful eviction, no consideration was made for the crops

that they had planted, their cultural sites, burial sites and houses

that they erected , acquired and had grown over a period that they

had resettled in the area ( from 1972-1983).

4. NOW THEREFORE your humble petitioners pray that Government:-

a) Carries out an investigation into the matter so as to effect

reasonable and adequate compensation to all the affected

families and households;

b) Either degazettes the claimed part of Semuliki National Park and

allows the petitioners resettle in their ancestral land, OR find

another atternative arabte land for proper resettlement for all the

claimants.

AND your humble petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray;

AND hereto your humble petitioners have appended their signatures
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